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Editor, Al Minard
Dear Members and friends of Mission Peak Heritage Growth as is Lily Mei. Many of the new developments
were already approved by the previous City Council
Foundation,
so it will take a while to see how this new team moves
ahead on Smart Growth. The big issue in City Hall right
Please forgive me for not getting a newsletter out in now is deciding whether to have district elections for
January or even the first of April.
City Council, and would that be 5 city council members,
one from each district plus a mayor elected at large or
something else. Right now is the time to comment on
There are many things happening in Fremont and in
this.
Alameda County.
Several months ago Al Minard wrote an article for the
Tri-City Voice about the “Pop” Goold house in the
Centerville area that was scheduled for development and
removal. The Developers were willing not only to sell the
“Pop” Goold house for a dollar but were even willing to
relocate to a new location and pay for the physical move
of the house. Several people contacted Al, some had the
land and no money some had the money and no land but
only one person had both the land and the money and was
willing to have the “Pop” Goold house put on their open
lot which happens to be less than a quarter mile from its
current location on Peralta Avenue. While the house has
not yet been moved everything seems to be looking as
though it will be moved to the new location.

The City of Fremont had some long time staff retire and
move on: Bill Shafer head of Building Maintenance and
Annabell Holland head of Recreation Department have
both retired. Both of these people have a lot to do with the
Shinn House. Pat Kendrick has taken Bill Shafer’s place
as head of Building Maintenance and Suzanne Wolfe has
taken Annabell Holland’s place as head of Recreation
Department. A couple of years ago, Randy retired as the
Patterson House Manager and Christy Daniels took his
place but was only there about a year and left because she
could not afford to buy or rent a home on her salary and
the new the House Manager is Rena Kiehn, who has also
taken on some of the responsibility for the Shinn House
to her job title.

The Chinese Bunk House at the back, North end, of Shinn
Park is gradually self-destructing. However the Niles
Rotary, some Chinese and a few others have formed
a small group to try and preserve this building. The
California Nursery in Niles that is owned by the City of
Fremont is working towards making this a City Historical
Park. At this time the City has approved the Final EIR
(Environmental Impact Report) and have approved phase
one of the development proposal which will restore
several buildings. The EIR has designated a 9,000 square
foot location for a possible Interpretive Center/Museum
that might go to two-stories which would make it about
18,000 square feet in floor space. The EIR has also
designated a location for the Chinese Bunk House. The

Last November there were City Council and mayoral
elections in Fremont and Bill Harrison, a pro building
mayor, was voted out and Lily Mei a city councilperson
was voted in as well as one new city council person, Raj
Salwan, to replace Suzanne Chan, who was term limited
out. With Lily Mei moving to Mayor that created an
opening on City Council and the City Council appointed
David Bonacorsi from the Planning Commission to this
spot. The newly elected City Council person, Raj Salwan,
was also from the Planning Commission which created
two openings on the Planning Commission. Two people
from Lily Mei’s campaign supporters were appointed to the
Planning Commission both of them proponents of Smart
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Chinese Bunkhouse in its current location could never
be used as a walk through diorama of Chinese life in
the 1800’s, partly because it is setting directly over the
Hayward Fault. The location at the California Nursery is
not on a fault line and they also used the Chinese to work
in their nursery. James Shinn has said that he will help
fund the restoration but does not want to see it moved
without having all of the funds to restore it and make it
viewable by the public.
The Friends of Heirloom Flowers has applied for a grant
from the Candle Lighters to restore the wooden gates at
the Japanese Garden in Shinn Park, They are having some
problems working out kinks with the City, but hopefully
we will get new gates on the Japanese Garden.
New members to Mission Peak Heritage Foundation want
to restore the Azumaya (garden viewing room) in the
Japanese Garden and the City is giving us more problems
with this project. This is a much larger project something
in the neighborhood of $50,000. Right now we are in a
holding pattern to see if we can do this project.
The Shinn House was scheduled three years ago to be
tented and fumigated for termites, but since this might
damage the roof on the Shinn House, the City decided to
wait until they could replace the roof. The redwood rain
gutters on the Shinn House have several different types
and the City had to wait until all of the rain gutters were
in before starting work. After several delays the gutters
finally arrived last year and the roof was tentatively
scheduled for this spring and then the rains came down.
Last we heard was that maybe this fall but we expect that
unless we get another rainy spring that it will probably be
done next spring.
Mission Peak has elected some new officers: Joan
Serafino continues as President, Al Minard becomes
Vice-President, Dick Shinn has had some health problems
so has stepped down from the treasurer’s position but
will remain as membership chair and on the board as
Member at Large. Bruce Hevelin has stepped up to
take on Treasurer position. Sandrea Woehl continues as
secretary and Barbara Anderson, Michi Yee, La Vonne
Minard, Karen Mueller continue as Board Members at
Large. We have also appointed Janet Barton as a new
Board Member at Large.

Some sad news, late last year, Rodney Ricciarelli passed
away. He was a long time member of the Board and a
very active docent. He had taken on the job of restoring
the Horse Drawn Trolley Car that we acquired from the
Niles Merchants Association a number of years ago.
He collected aluminum cans to finance the restoration.
His health went downhill after his wife, Eva Ricciarelli,
passed away a couple of years ago and Rodney had been
in assisted living after having a series of strokes. He was
very adamant about maintaining historical correctness
with both the house and any restoration, which sometimes
did not make him many friends.
The Museum of Local History is organizing several
walks through the Fremont Area including History walks
in Irvington, Niles, and Alvarado. They also had a more
serious walk of about 7 miles with a little history but a lot
of walking.
With all of this rain we lost a cork oak tree that was
probably 50 or more years old. It was between the Jubea
Palms and the Shinn Bungalow across the driveway on
the East side of the Japanese garden. The only damage
it did was take out the telephone line. But that may have
turned out to be a blessing in disguise, because one of
the fire alarms uses that line and it was constantly going
off whenever it rained. Now it is not going off. not even
when it rains.

Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
dues become due on January 1.
Dues are $10 for single address for one year or
$45 for single address for Five years or
$75 for single address for Ten years.
Mail your check to MISSION PEAK HERITAGE
FOUNDATION at P.O. BOX 3078, FREMONT, CA
94539
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Rodney Stewart Ricciarelli

Plants of old Mission San Jose

Born October 12, 1928 in Belle Tennessee, died January
26, 2017 in Fremont, California
Rodney is survived by his children: Lynda Myers
(Ciro), Douglas Ricciarelli (Kay), Janet Kirby and two
step daughters: Linda Ibbara (Jess) and Gloria Ice and
many grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Rodney was predeceased in death by his loving wife
Eva of 39 years, who died in 2013, his parents Tullio
and Ada Ricciarelli, brother Stanley, sisters Beatrice
and Alice, two step daughters Terry and Cathy.
Rodney grew up in San Francisco and then moved to
Fremont, California, where he resided for 45 years.
Rodney worked for the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) 40 years as an Avionics Technician until
he retired. He had a love for flying and was a flying
instructor. He purchased an older Cessna that needed
restoration and then restored it on the back patio of his
home in Fremont. When he completed the restoration
he took the plane minus the wings onto Bidwell Drive,
the street he lived on and applied power to the plane to
see if everything worked OK. It did. He and his wife,
Eva, flew in this plane all over the United states.

From Library of Congress

What plants were present when E.L. Beard first gardened
at Mission San José?
From David Streatfield’s article “’Paradise’ on the
Frontier”, he says “Knowledge of the plants that Spanish
missionaries and the Mexican civilians introduced into
California is still scanty. Little archaeological exploration
has been carried out on any of the sites and the principal
source of information is, therefore, documentary.
Unfortunately, little documentation remains in the
Mission records and heavy reliance has to be placed
on what visitors such as Captain George Vancouver,
F. W. Beechey, Sir George Simpson, and Edwin Bryant
recorded in their diaries.

Rodney was the founder of the alumni for his high
school, Commerce High School in San Francisco.
Rodney was a longtime volunteer, docent, at the Shinn
House. He was also the long time treasurer of Mission
Peak Heritage Foundation which manages the Shinn
House. He was instrumental in getting a horse drawn
trolley car moved to Shinn Park where he began the
meticulous job of restoring this 100 year-old trolley car.
He collected aluminum cans to finance the restoration.
Rodney also restored the Ruud water heater at the
Patterson House, which now stands in the original
kitchen of this house. Rodney and Eva were garden
volunteers at both the Patterson House in Ardenwood
farms and the Shinn House in Fremont. They also
volunteered at the rose garden at the California Nursery
in Niles, where Rodney restored an old small tank house
and windmill that now stands in the rose garden at the
California Nursery. Rodney was instrumental in setting
up the Hiller Aviation Museum in San Mateo, where he
was also a docent.

From these sources, it is evident that they grew date
palms, olives, pepper trees, the native willow and wild
cherry, hollyhocks, oleanders, carnations, nasturtiums,
fouro’clocks, sweet peas, portulaca, French marigolds,
calla and madonna lillies, Matilja poppies, Nicotiana glauca,
jonquils, wallflowers, violets, Arundo donax, date, Mexican
fan palms and the native palm, Washingtonia filifera.”
References:
• David Streatfield “’Paradise’ on the Frontier:
Victorian Gardens on the San Francisco
Peninsula, David C. Streatfield, Garden History,
Vol. 12, No. 1 (Spring, 1984), pp. 58-80, Published
by: The Garden History Society (available from
JSTOR).
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The Shinn House Volunteers present our Spring Tea

MOTHER’S and ROSES
Friday, May 19, 2017
The Shinn House is cordially inviting you to spend an afternoon with us for scones,
savories, finger sandwiches, tasty desserts, and our “famous” Shinn House tea
blend.
Our theme will be welcoming Spring. The tea is poured at 12 Noon. Come and
join us in the Shinn House Archive Room, 1251 Peralta, in Fremont. The cost is
$26 per person and is a tax deductible donation.
Our speaker this month will be a speaker on local mothers.
RSVP and send your check for $26 made out to MPHF
Sandrea Woehl, 1832 Dahill Lane, Hayward, CA 94541
(510) 247-3279 (510) 396-5141 swoehl@sbcglobal.net
The funds from this tea will be
used on preserving and restoring the Shinn House and other
Historical artifacts, and will go
to Mission Peak Heritage Foundation a 501 (c)(3) non-profit
corporation.

Victorian

Ice Cream Social

Sunday, July 16, 2017

Noon to 4 p.m.

Shinn Park, 1251 Peralta, Fremont
Featuring Model A’s from the Acorn A’s, Gunfighters of the Old
West, Music for easy listening and Beautiful Gardens maintained by
the Friends of Heirloom Flowers, Docent led tours of the 1876 Shinn House and the Shinn
Archive Room. We will have Ice Cream Sundaes, water & soda for sale. Enjoy a step
back in time and the peaceful relaxation of the Shinn Historical Park, 1251 Peralta Blvd.,
Fremont
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For more information call (510)795-0891 or E-mail: “alminard@comcast.net”
or see our website: www.missionpeakreporter.org
This is a benefit for Mission Peak Heritage Foundation

library open.

APRIL 2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, June 18, 1 PM to 3 PM, Shinn Open for Public
tours.

Wednesday, April 5, 1 PM to 3 PM, Shinn Open for Public
tours

JULY 2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wednesday, April 5, Noon to 4 PM, Shinn House research
library open.

Wednesday, July 5, 1 PM to 3 PM, Shinn Open for Public
tours

Sunday, April 16, EASTER

Wednesday, July 5, Noon to 4 PM, Shinn House research
library open.

Sunday, April 23, 11:30 AM to 1 PM, Mission Peak
Heritage Foundation Board meeting, Shinn house archive
room.

Thursday, July 13, 7:30 PM to 9 PM, Mission Peak
Heritage Foundation Board meeting, Shinn house archive
room.

Sunday, April 23, 1 PM to 4 PM, Shinn House research
library open.

Sunday, July 16, Noon to 4 PM, Victorian Ice Cream
Social at the Shinn House in Fremont. Food and tours
available at reasonable prices and music on the grounds
for free.

Sunday, April 23, 1 PM to 3 PM, Shinn Open for Public
tours.
Saturday, April 29, Mission Peak tour of Treasure Island
Museum and enjoy the Flea Market, contact Joan at (510)
795-0891 for details, tour of Museum starts at 10 AM.

Monday, July 24, 7 PM to 9 PM, Washington Township
Historical Society Meeting location to be determined.

MAY 2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AUGUST 2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wednesday, May 3, 1 PM to 3 PM, Shinn Open for Public
tours

Wednesday, August 2, 1 PM to 3 PM, Shinn Open for
Public tours

Wednesday, May 3, Noon to 4 PM, Shinn House research
library open.

Wednesday, August 2, Noon to 4 PM, Shinn House
research library open.

Sunday, May 14, MOTHER’S DAY

Thursday, August 17, 7:30 PM to 9 PM, Mission Peak
Heritage Foundation Board meeting, Shinn house archive
room.

Friday, May 19, Mothers & Roses Tea, 12 Noon see flyer
for reservations and cost.

Sunday, August 20, 10 AM to 4 PM, Arts and Crafts
in Shinn Park, Free admission to the grounds with
entertainment and artists. Food and tours of the house
available at a reasonable price from Noon to 4 PM.

Sunday, May 21, 11:30 AM to 1 PM, Mission Peak Heritage
Foundation Board meeting, Shinn house archive room.
Sunday, May 21, 1 PM to 4 PM, Shinn House research
library open.

SEPTEMBER 2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, May 21, 1 PM to 3 PM, Shinn Open for Public
tours.

Wednesday, September 6, 1 PM to 3 PM, Shinn Open for
Public tours

Monday, May 22, 7 PM to 9 PM, Washington Township
Historical Society Meeting at the Museum of Local History,
190 Anza Street, Fremont.

Wednesday, September 6, Noon to 4 PM, Shinn House
research library open.
Sunday, September 17, 11:30 AM to 1 PM, Mission Peak
Heritage Foundation Board meeting, Shinn house archive
room.

JUNE 2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, June 7, 1 PM to 3 PM, Shinn Open for Public
tours

Sunday, September 17, 1 PM to 4 PM, Shinn House
research library open.

Wednesday, June 7, Noon to 4 PM, Shinn House research
library open.

Sunday, September 17, 1 PM to 3 PM, Shinn House Open
for Public tours.

Sunday, June 18, 11:30 AM to 1 PM, Mission Peak Heritage
Foundation Board meeting, Shinn house archive room.

Monday, September 25, 7:15 PM to 9 PM. Washington
Township Historical Society meeting with speaker on
history of Washington Township.

Sunday, June 18, 1 PM to 4 PM, Shinn House research
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ARTS & CRAFTS IN SHINN PARK
1251 Peralta Boulevard, near Mowry in Fremont.

SUNDAY,
AUG. 20, 2017
10 AM - 4 PM
In August the gardens at Shinn Historical Park are very beautiful. We will have Local Artists
display, demonstrate and sell their art work. There will be some historic crafts people that will
have some of their work for sale. We plan on having Music For Minors II, and another musical
group, We will be selling hot dogs, popcorn, sodas, water and tours of the historic Shinn House.
We will have other historical organizations here telling about their organization and maybe asking
you to try to identify an object.
FREE Admission to the grounds.
No Charge for enjoying the art, music, dancing or view.
Historic Shinn House tours are $5 adults, $2.50 for children age 5-12, Free under 5
Hot dogs, popcorn, soda and water will be very reasonably priced.
We ask you to come out and enjoy this wonderful park, to look at the Art and if you like it,
purchase it, Tour the House, and enjoy the music. We ask only for you to have a great time at a
wonderful park.
This event is sponsored by the Fremont Cultural Arts Council, Mission Peak Heritage Foundation,
The Fremont Art Association, Boy Scout Troop 447.and Jack in the Box. Profits will be used
for historical preservation and restoration by Mission Peak Heritage Foundation. Mission Peak
Heritage Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
For more information contact Al Minard at: (510) 552-4839
or e-mail: “Alminard@comcast.net”
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Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
Board Members

Shinn House Docents and Volunteers tour
of the Treaure Island Museum. Tour starts
at 10 AM, Saturday, April 29, 2017. We
plan on having lunch on the island and it is
also the Treasure Island Flea Market. Call
Joan Serafino at (510) 795-0891 to reserve
your place and arrange car-pooling.

President: Joan Serafino
Vice-Pres: Al Minard		
Secretary: Sandrea Woehl
Treasurer: Bruce Hevelin

(510) 795-0891
(510) 552-4839
(510) 247-3279
(510) 862-7039

Shinn House Tea, Friday, May 19, 2017
beginning at Noon. This tea will feature
local women and mothers and is a great
way to spend a couple of hours in the early
afternoon.

Karen Mueller			
La Vonne Minard		
Michiko Yee			
Dick Shinn			
Barbara Anderson		
Janet Barton 			

(510) 656-5393
(510) 552-4842
(510) 793-9352
(510) 828-1869
(510) 566-9656
(510) 502-0128

Patterson House Advisory Board
Karen Mueller		
Al Minard			

(510) 656-5393
(510) 552-4839

Directors At Large

Sunday, July 16, 2017 beginning at 12
Noon is our Victorian Ice Cream Social.
This is a great way to enjoy the beautiful
gardens have some delicous ice cream and
tour the historic Shinn House.

Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
P.O. Box 3078
Fremont, CA 94539
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