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Mission Peak Reporter
MISSION PEAK HERITAGE FOUNDATION EVENTS
JANUARY--2012
Wednesday, January 4, 2012, -- Shinn Open House 1-3 
PM
Monday, January 9, 
2012, Bay Area Historic 
House Museum tour 
(BAHHM), Octagon 
House, San  
Francisco, 10 am to 2 pm
Sunday, January 15, 
2012, Shinn Open House 
1-3 PM
Thursday, January 19, 2012 MPHF Board meeting 7-9 
PM, Shinn Archive Room, 
Election of Officers
Saturday, January 21, 
2012, Docent & Member 
tour of Academy of Science 
Museum in San Francisco, 
Meet in Shinn Park at 
9:00 AM to carpool to San 
Francisco.
FEBRUARY--2012
Wednesday, February 1, 2012 -- Shinn Open House 
1-3 PM
Saturday, February 4, 
2012, Docent and Member 
tour of Meyer’s House and 
Alameda Museum, meet 
at Shinn Park at 9 AM to 

carpool to Alameda.
Tuesday, February 14, 
2012 Valentine’s Day
Thursday, February 
16, 2012, MPHF Board 
meeting 7-9 PM, Shinn 
Archive Room
Sunday, February 19, 
2012 Shinn Open House 
1-3 PM
MARCH-- 2012
Saturday, March 3, 2012, Docent 
and Member tour of University of 
California Buildings, meet at Shinn 
Park at 9 AM to carpool to Berkeley
Wednesday, March 7, 2012 -- 
Shinn Open House 1-3 PM
Thursday, March 15, 2012, MPHF 
Board meeting 7-9 PM, Shinn Archive 
Room (Not 3rd Thursday)
Saturday, March 17, 2012, St. 
Patrick’s Day
Sunday, March 18, 2012, Shinn Open House 1-3 PM
APRIL--2012
Wednesday, April 4, 2012, -- Shinn Open House 1-3 
PM
Monday, April 9, 2012, Bay 
Area Historic House Museum 
meeting & tour (BAHHM), 
Sanchez Adobe, Pacifica from 
10 AM to 2 PM.



Shinn Park and Shinn 
House happenings

1. The Sim Cottage and the “Redwood” Bun-
galow were both painted this year in the 
same color as the 1876 Shinn House.  This 
was a suggestion of James Shinn and was 
approved by the Board of Mission Peak 
Heritage Foundation.  The City of Fremont 
contracted all of the work and most of us 
think it looks good.  The idea was to paint 
these buildings all the same color so that it 
looked like a complete complex instead of 
just individual buildings.

2. The Barn and Packing Shed were both re-
painted in an Adobe Red color this year.  
The color was approved by the MPHF 
Board and by James Shinn.  They look re-
ally nice and the Barn is not as red as it was 
before, but still plenty red for those of you 
who like red barns.

3. A large Hickory Pecan tree fell near the front 
of the Sim Cottage on a Tuesday when the 
Garden Club was working in the yard and just 
missed hitting one of the ladies by a few feet.  
No one was hurt and no buildings or other 
trees were damaged.  James Shinn had his 
arborist, just a few  months prior, out to look 
at all of the trees and do some pruning to bal-
ance the trees and had found no problem with 
any of  the trees.  The City became concerned 
about the health of all of these big Hickory 
Pecan Trees and dug down around the roots 
about 3 feet deep and had an arborist look at 
the roots and test to determine the health of 
each of the remaining trees.  They were all 
found to be healthy.  With that large tree miss-
ing there was a brief discussion about replant-
ing this tree and James Shinn with many of 
the MPHF Board agreeing, at least temporari-
ly, not to replant this tree.  With this tree miss-
ing the Sim Cottage gets a lot more attention 
which we think is good for the park.

4. The shelter in the Japanese Garden was in-
spected by the City of Fremont recently and 
found to have a serious infestation of termites.  
The City decided to have it tented and fumi-
gated, but because the fumigation company 
has a minimum size, the City looked at the 
Packing Shed and the Santos Barn.  The San-
tos Barn also had some infestation and so it 
was also tented and fumigated.  In looking 
over the Shinn House with the City we no-
ticed some termite damage by the front door, 
so this will be inspected and probably tented 
in the near future.

Sim Cottage September 2011

“Redwood” Bungalow September 2011

Santos Barn at Shinn Park after repainting



5. The Packing Shed pedestrian door had a lot 
of dry rot around the threshold of the door 
and also the ramp to this door was made of 
1-inch thick material.  The City has hired a 
new carpenter so both the threshold and the 
ramp were rebuilt on the Packing Shed.

6. Mission Peak Heritage Foundation was 
approached by Jack Christian, a Boy 
Scout and inquired about the possibility of 
doing a project at Shinn Park for an Eagle 
Scout Badge.  Joan Serafino thought that 
cleaning the equipment storage area where 
the Horse Drawn Trolley is located would 
be a good job.  The cleaning of this area 
was completed by late September.  The 
project included getting rid of all of the old 
equipment that had been damaged by fire 
in the 1970’s and other junk accumulated 
over time.  The equipment was moved out 
of the area and granite was packed into the 
area to make a porous hard surface that 

will hopefully keep weeds out and allow the 
trees in the area to continue to grow.  The 
large American Chestnut that was in this area 
had died and was removed earlier in the year 
and a new Spanish Chestnut was replanted 
which is not as susceptible to the disease that 
killed the American Chestnut.  We also made 
up signs of laminated paper to identify the 
project and the various pieces of equipment.

7. We have had some vandalism in the park, 
mostly graffiti on the Shelter in the Japanese 
Garden and the small Garden tool storage 
shed.  We have had some young boys break 
into the Santos Barn.  The graffiti has been 
removed as soon as we spot it and the Barn 
was secured better so it is more difficult to 
get into, especially on the back side.  We 
have also had an occasional homeless person 
sleeping on the grounds, until we spot them 
and then we call the boat house or the police 
to get them moved out.

8. When the buildings were scheduled for 
painting, it was suggested that we take some 
pictures of the 1876 Shinn House showing 
damage to the paint and the exterior of the 
building.  Al Minard took about 30 pictures 

and delivered them to Bill Shaffer, Building 
Maintenance with the City of Fremont.  The 
1876 Shinn House has been in the budget 
for repainting for several years and the hope 
was that if we showed the City damage that 
is only going to get worse and cost more that 
they will repair and repaint the house sooner 

Santos Barn being fumigated December 2011



Mission Peak Heritage Foundation Dues 
become due on January 1.

Dues are $10 for single address for one year or
$45 for single address for Five-Years or
$75 for single address for Ten-Years
Mail your check to MISSION PEAK HERITAGE 
FOUNDATION at P.O. BOX 3078, FREMONT, CA 

94539

rather than later.

9. Our major events last year were reasonably 
successful with some weather challenges at 
the Arts & Crafts event in May and lack of 
advertising for Christmas until the last Friday.  
We had scouts that meet at Christ the King 
Lutheran Church help with parking for our 
Arts and Crafts event and volunteers arranged 
by the Friends of Heirloom Flowers for 
wreath making, through www.voluteermatch.
org.  Both groups of volunteers were very 
helpful and greatly appreciated. 

10. Our most financially successful program is 
the Teas that Michi Yee and her group of vol-
unteers put on four times a year.  They are 
almost always an overflow group with good 
speakers and include a tour of the house at the 
end of the tea.  If you have not enjoyed one of 
these teas, contact Michi Yee early so that you 
can be put on the list.
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PREFACE
 

    The accompanying collection has 
been made, primarily, to save from the 
oblivion of files of college journals the 
best of our undergraduate poetry; and 
secondarily, to place before the public a 
testimony to the grade of our literary 
work. These poems were for the most 
part collected from the several college 
papers; a few were printed in the 
“Californian,” and one in “Scribner’s.” 
None date farther back than 1872, and 
the great bulk come within the period – 
less than nine years – since the entrance 
of the class of ’78. We believe that the 
collection here made will compare 
favorably with any made during an 
equal number of consecutive years at 
any college. When we add that the total 
number of students in college during this 
period has not exceeded twelve hundred 
(some twenty per cent. being ladies), 
and that by very slightly lowering the 
standard of selection the number of 
poems might have been increased by 
about one hundred, a truer idea will be 
given of the literary activity there has 
been among us.
      
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY,

November, 1882.

 



  HOPE.
 

WITH leaden hearts we bowed and said
     The bitter, last farewell;

For blessed Hope, we wept, is dead – 
     How blessed, who shall tell?

 
We laid her in the hollow ground, 

     And turned our heavy feet
From that unshaded, barren mound,

     Our desolate lives to meet.
     

When suddenly, the pathway by,
     An unknown form doth rise:

Awe-struck we gaze and trembling cry,
     “Lo, Hope’s eternal eyes!”

 
So we beside the grave did stand

     That held her other form, 
And felt again her kindly hand, 

     So brave and strong and warm.
     

And though she outwardly is strange
     Hope walks beside us still,

And yet supports at every change
     The ever-faltering will.

 
To-day I sought the place again,
     But though for many years

All grass and flowers that grave has lain,
     It moves me still to tears.

                   Annie H. Shinn, ’78.

      
THE MASTER.

 
A GROUP of careless children

     Were busily at play,
When by their narrow dwelling
     The Master paused that day

 
They looked up to his deep eyes
     And lighted forehead clear;

The toys slipped from their fingers
     And wondering they drew near.

 
They felt his look of kindness,

     They touched his garment’s hem,
And heard in unknown music
     His gentle words to them.

 
They answered his sweet questioning 

     In broken speech and low,
But caught such words of wisdom
     As childish hearts might know.

 
He said no word of parting
     But only kindly cheer;

Then down the ringing pathway
     His measured step they hear,

 
With echo down the pathway,

     And rustle through the wood;
But they scarce knew when he left them,

     So worship-rapt they stood.
 

Now closer from their seeing
     The great trees close him round;
They hush their hearts, to lose not

     The dying footsteps’ sound.
 

They know him gone forever,
     His way they may not trace,
Except in dreams shall see not

     That beautiful, sad face;
 

But still, their own feet checking,
     They softly walking go,

And still they hush their wild hearts
     To beating soft and low,

 
For farther yet and farther

     The dear sound dies away,
And even, perhaps, that echo
     They may not keep alway.

                   Annie H. Shinn, ’78.

There are 55 different poems in this collection.  
Milicent Shinn, J C Shinn, Charles H, Shinn and 
Annie Shinn wrote a total of 13 of these poems.  
Joseph (J C) Shinn, was forced to drop out of 
the University after only one year.  Annie Shinn 
wrote two poems included here and died just 
a few months before she was able to graduate.  
Jane Barry, a good friend of Milicent, died at 45 
years of age leaving three orphaned children that 
Jane’s parents did not claim because she married a 
protestant and her family was Irish Catholic.  The 
children stayed with Milicent for a period of time 
until arrangements could be made to send them to 
Denmark to live with their father Waldemar Klee’s 
family.  Jane’s oldest daughter’s middle name is 
Milicent and when she wrote a letter to Milicent 
later on she addressed her as, “Aunt Milicent”.  
Edmond Sanford a cousin to the Shinn’s wrote 3 
poems, and Jane Barry wrote 4 of the poems.



Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
Election Ballot- January 19, 2012

All members in good standing are allowed to vote. Elected candidates 
on this ballot will serve a two year term according to terms on the By-
Laws. All mail in ballots must be received at the post office box by 
January16th or brought to the board meeting on Jabnuary 19th starting 
at 7:00 PM in the Shinn House Archive Room to be counted.

Vote for one person in the following:

Vice President (Vote for One)
	Barbara Anderson

	_____________________________________________ (write in)

Secretary  (Vote for One)

       Al Minard (Incumbent)

      _______________________________________________ (write in)

At-Large Delegate-Vote for no more than 3 people
       La Vonne Minard (Incumbent)

	_______________________________________________ (write in)

Karen Mueller

	________________________________________________ (write in)

 Sandrea Woehl

	_________________________________________________ (write in)

   

Please note that all write in candidates must have prior consent and in good standing as a member of 
Mission Peak Heritage Foundation. If you wish to submit your own name on the ballot as a write in you 
must sign your name with a statement consenting to be on the ballot for election.



Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
P.O. Box 3078

Fremont, CA 94539

Mission Peak Heritage Foundation 
Board Members

President: Joan Serafino (510) 795-0891
Vice-Pres: Barbara Anderson (510) 566-9656
Secretary: Al Minard  (510) 552-4839
Treasurer: Jessi Stokes (510) 797-5439

Directors At Large
Jean Lucchesi  (510) 797-8330
La Vonne Minard (510) 552-4842
Dotti DiFranco (510) 797-5552
Dick Shinn  (510) 276-1576
David Schipul  (510) 477-0977

Patterson House Advisory Board
Jessi Stokes  (510) 797-5439
Al Minard (510) 552-4839

Calling all Artists & Historic Crafts People
We will be co-sponsoring with Fremont Art 
Association & Fremont Cultural Arts Council the 
Arts & Crafts at Shinn Historic Park again this year 
on Sunday, May 15, 2011.
Please contact Al Minard at (510) 552-4839 or e-
mail: alminard@comcast.net
We will be charging a small admission fee of $10 
per table from the artists. The public will not be 
charged an admission to the grounds.  We will also 
not charge any fees for any of the arts or crafts that 
you sell.  
We expect the following entertainment: square 
dancers, Belly dancers, musicians and a children’s 
choir. We expect the Niles Essanay Silent Film 
Museum to once again show silent movies in the 
archive room.  The entertainment is all FREE!!
We will be charging for house tours, sodas, water, 
popcorn, hotdogs and other food items.

This is a fund raiser for Mission Peak Heritage 
Foundation.



Shinn House Calendar of events for 2012
APRIL--2012

Wednesday, April 4, -- Shinn Open House 1-3 PM
Monday, April 9, Bay Area Historic House 
Museum meeting & tour (BAHHM), Location TBD
Sunday, April 15, Shinn Open House 1-3 PM
Thursday, April 19, MPHF Board meeting 7-9 
PM, Shinn Archive Room

MAY--2012
Wednesday, May 4,- Shinn Open House 1-3 PM
Thursday, May 17,  MPHF Board meeting 7-9 
PM, Shinn Archive Room 

Sunday, May 20,  Arts & Crafts in Shinn 
Park, 10 – 4, House open 11-4

JUNE--2012
Wednesday, June 6, -- Shinn Open House 1-3 PM
Thursday, June 21, MPHF Board meeting 7-9 PM, 
Shinn Archive Room
Sunday, June 17, Shinn Open House 1-3 PM

JULY--2012 
Wednesday, July 4, Fourth of July Parade, we will 
participate, the Shinn House will NOT be open for 
public tours.
Monday, July 9, Bay Area Historic House 
Museum meeting & tour (BAHHM), Sanchez 
Adobe, Pacifica from 10 AM to 2 PM.
Thursday, July 12, MPHF Board meeting 7-9 PM, 
Shinn Archive Room (Not 3rd Thursday)

Sunday, July 15, Shinn Ice Cream Social, 
Noon to 4 pm

AUGUST--2012
Wednesday, August 1, Shinn Open House 1-3 PM
Thursday, August 16, MPHF Pot Luck Board 
meeting 6-9 PM, Shinn Archive Room
Sunday, August 19, Shinn Open House 1-3 PM

SEPTEMBER--2012
Wednesday, September 5,  Shinn Open House 1-3 
PM

Thursday, September 20, MPHF Board meeting 7-9 
PM, Shinn Archive Room
Sunday, September 16, Shinn Open House 1-3 PM

OCTOBER--2012
Wednesday, October 3, Shinn Open House 1-3 PM
Monday, October 8, Bay Area Historic House 
Museum meeting & tour (BAHHM), Luther Burbank 
House in Santa Rosa, from 10 AM to 2 PM.
Thursday, October 18, MPHF Board meeting 7-9 
PM, Shinn Archive Room (Not 3rd Thursday)

Sunday, October 21, Paint Your Pumpkin, 
Noon to 4, Judging at 2 pm

NOVEMBER--2012
Wednesday, November 7, Shinn Open House 1-3 
PM
Thursday, November 15, MPHF Board meeting 7-9 
PM, Shinn Archive Room
Sunday, November 18, Shinn Open House 1-3 PM
Friday, November 23, Niles Light Parade, 6 pm start
Saturday, November 24, Wreath Making Shinn 
House 11-3
Monday, November 26, Decorate the Shinn House 
for Christmas, 10-4

DECEMBER--2012
Saturday, December 1, Shinn Christmas 
Open House, Noon to 4
Sunday, December 2,Shinn Christmas 
Open House, Noon to 4
Friday, December 7, Shinn Christmas 
Open House, 7-9 PM
Sunday December 16, Docent and Volunteer 
Brunch, 1-3 PM

JANUARY 2013
Wednesday, January 2, 2013, Shinn Open House 
1-3 PM
Monday, January 14, 2013, Bay Area Historic 
House Museum meeting & tour (BAHHM), Location 
TBD



SHINN HOUSE 
VOLUNTEERS

Present

Lunar Calendar Tea
In the

HISTORIC SHINN HOUSE
Archive room in back of the house.

1251 Peralta Boulevard, Fremont, CA
On

Friday, February 3, 2012
12 NOON

Featuring Aaron Wong speaking on the Year of the 
Dragon, and other Lunar New Year information

Aaron is a member of the Fremont Library Foundation

Our Menu

Tea Sandwiches
Savories, Scones

Fruits, Sweets & Tea

*********************************************
The proceeds will benefit Mission Peak Heritage 

Foundation
Cost is $23

Please make check to MPHF
Seating is limited

For Reservations: Michi Yee (510) 793-9352
For information on Mission Peak Heritage Foundation or 

the Shinn House
 contact Joan Serafino (510) 795-0891



ARTS & CRAFTS IN SHINN PARK
1251 Peralta Boulevard, near Mowry in Fremont.

May20, 2012,  the gardens at Shinn Historical Park are in full bloom and very beautiful.  We will 
have Local Artists to display, demonstrate and sell their art work. There will be some  historic 
crafts people that may have some of their work for sale.  We will have Music For Minors II, 
The Cadillac Jack Band, Square Dancers and the Nour El Ain Belly Dancers to entertain you.  
We will be selling hot dogs, popcorn, sodas, water and tours of the historic Shinn House.   We 
will have several other historical organizations here telling about their organization and maybe 
asking you to try to identify an object.

FREE Admission to the grounds.

No Charge for enjoying the art, music, dancing or view.

Historic Shinn House tours are $5 adults, $2.50 for children age 5-12, Free under 5

Hot dogs, popcorn, soda and water will be very reasonably priced.

We ask you to come out and enjoy this wonderful park, to look at the Art and if you like it, 
purchase it, Tour the House, enjoy the music and dancing.  We ask only for you to have a great 
time at a wonderful park.

This event is sponsored by the Fremont Cultural Arts Council,  Mission Peak Heritage Foundation, 
The Fremont Art Association, Boy Scout Troop 447,  and Dale Hardware.   Profits will be used 
for historical preservation and restoration by  Mission Peak Heritage Foundation. Mission Peak 
Heritage Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

For more information contact Al Minard at: (510) 552-4839 

or e-mail: “Alminard@comcast.net”

SUNDAY, 
MAY 20, 2012

10 am. to  4 pm.




