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3rd Quarter Calendar
Al Minard, Editor

Happy Birthday America-July 4th
Monday, July 9th, 10 AM
Bay Area Historic House Museums (BAHHM) 
Quarterly Meeting at the Pardee home, 
Thursday, July 12th

MPHF Board Meeting
7:30-9 pm

Sunday, July 15th
Ice Cream Social
Set-up at 11 am
Open to Public Noon-4 PM
Gun Fighters of the Old West will 
be performing!
Acorn Model A’s Club displaying 
Model A Ford cars! See attached 
flyer for more information.  

Saturday, July 21st
Niles Dog Show, No pedigree-No Problem, Niles 
Community Park, show from 10-3

Saturday, July 31 and Sunday, Aug. 1, 2011, 
Fremont’s 
Festival of 
Arts
Paseo Padre 
Parkway

Tuesday, August 7, 
2012, 
National Night Out, 
6 PM to 8 PM

Wednesday, August 
1st
Shinn Open House
1-3 pm
Sunday, August 19th

Shinn Open House, We 
are expecting up to 200 
belly dancers using our 
front lawn on this date.  
This will be open to the 
public, so come on out 
and enjoy.
1-3 pm
Thursday. August 16th
MPHF Board Meeting
Pot Luck Dinner
7 pm
Saturday, August 18th
Hot August Niles Car 
Show, 9am-3 pm  

 

Neighborhood Night Out, 
2010 at the Pentaleri’s



Friday, August 24
Send in the Clowns 
Tea with 
guest speaker Pat 
Hocking
Tea begins at Noon, 
call Michi Yee 
(510) 793-9352 for 
information and 
reservations, seating 
is limited.  Cost $23.

Sunday, August 26th

Niles Flea Market & Antique Faire
 6 am to 4 pm

Monday, September 3, Labor Day

Wednesday, September 5th

Shinn Open House
1-3 pm
Thursday, September 21st

MPHF Board Meeting
7:30-9 pm 
Sunday, September 16th

Shinn Open House, 1-3 pm
Wednesday, October 3rd
Shinn Open House
1-3 pm
Thursday, October 18th
MPHF Board Meeting with Nominations of Officers
7:30-9 pm
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The S.H.A.R.E.S. Cards that were mailed out with 
your renewal information a year or so ago is now 
reaping rewards for Mission Peak Heritage Foun-
dation.  Please do not forget to use them when 
shopping at Lucky, Save Mart Market and Food 
Max stores,  If you do not have one of these cards 
or you would like a second one please contact Al 
Minard at (510) 552-4839 or email him at “almi-
nard@comcast.net”. We have more of these cards 
and you do not have to be a member of Mission 
Peak to use them but all of the revenue from these 

Other community activities that you might be 
interested in attending.

Niles Essanay Silent Film Museum has silent films 
every Saturday Night from 7:30 to about 10 pm.  
The cost is usually $5 per person.  There is always a 
live piano player playing along with the movie just 
like it was done when the movies were shown in the 
1920’s.  Essanay Silent Film Museum is at 37395 Niles 
Boulevard.

Niles Plaza has FREE Sunday concerts at the Niles 
Plaza with a variety of musicians playing from about 
noon to 4 pm, with different groups performing. Dates: 
July 15, July 29, August 12 and August 19.

Fremont FREE Concerts in the Park at Central 
Park on Thursday evenings with different musical 
entertainment on July12, July 19, July 26 and August 2

Newark has FREE “Music At The Grove” in the 
Shirley Sisk Memorial Grove on Cedar Blvd at New 
Park Mall on the following Sunday’s: July 8, July 29 
and August 12, with performances beginning at 1:30 
pm, bring your lawn chair.

Olive Hyde Art Gallery, located on the corner of 
Washington Boulevard and Mission Boulevard in 
Mission San Jose has FREE admission and is open on 
Thursday thru Sunday from Noon to 5 pm.  The current 
show is titled, “From The Flame- Ceramics & Glass” 
and runs until July 21.  Their next show titled, “In 
Full View” features Bay Area painters and it opens on 
Friday, August 3 and runs until September 1, 2012.
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Milicent Shinn 
was the editor and 
publisher of the 
Overland Monthly 
from 1883 until 
April 1894.  During 
this time she 
published many 
of her poems and 
some of her prose.  
She also published 
articles on a variety 
of subjects.  Every 
edition of the 
Overland Monthly 
is available on 
the University 
of Michigan’s 
website under 
their Making of 
America journals.  
Her story titled, 
“Thirty Miles”, was 
first published in the Overland Monthly, June, 1883.  This 
is a story of the view from Niles to Oakland by rail and then 
across the bay on the ferry.  I have taken excerpts from this 
story for your enjoyment.

THIRTY MILES, by Milicent Shinn
“That is, thirty miles in length alone; in width it is as many 
miles as you can see on either side of the railroad and the 
ferry-boat…  It is a different thirty miles every day of the 
three hundred and sixty-five and every hour of the twenty-
four.  So it is a good deal of country one sees, first and last, 
who takes his daily or even weekly cityward trip across the 
level farming land of Alameda County, following along the 
northwestward trend of the line of hills…
“The wagons that stand at the stations, or are left behind 
toiling along the roads, are splashed with mud.  When 
you come to Oakland you will see the street black with 
a thin mud, and sprinkled here and there with puddles.  
Everything is washed clean beyond description.  The white 
houses in the farming country, that gather back with their 
groves and gardens to the edge of the foothills, leaving 
the level fields in front empty, shine out with a curious 
vividness.  The surface of Lake Merritt seems to have 
been polished like a mirror, for the East Oakland hills, the 
houses and trees, picture themselves in it with a peculiar 
distinctness. Every atom of dimness, even of dinginess, is 
gone from the oaks and the cypresses and gums in Oakland; 
and it makes them look all the brighter and fresher that in 
this brilliant atmosphere, that seems to transmit without 
diffusing light—like an indefinitely intensified moonlight—
every tree and every separate branch and twig is very 

dark on its shady side and 
very bright on its sunny side.  
The very air seems so clean 
and pure and so motionless 
that not a color can be seen 
through it that looks dingy, 
not an outline that does not 
give some pleasure to the 
eye by its perfect clearness—
not railroad bridge, tank nor 
squalid little house…”
“When you reach the ferry 
this January morning, sit on 
the rear deck and look back 
at Oakland, stretched far out 
along the shore: beginning in 
groups of masts to the south, 
past which a steamer moves, 
coming out of the creek; 
then cupolas, oaks, and thin 
columns of smoke rising 
straight into the air, distinct 
and yet looking far away…”

“Along the roads, wagon loads of hay bales creep cityward.  
The fog grows grayer as you cross the creek, and the 
steeples of Oakland show above line of eucalyptus; and 
the school boys and girls coming in from the country begin 
to scatter at each station to their various public and private 
schools.  The school children are a feature of this morning 
train.  Some of them come twenty miles daily to their high 
school or academy.  Those who come from long distances 
up the road from a little clan, which gathers up its members 
station by station, hailing each re-enforcement with much 
good-fellowship.  A jolly little clan it is, very comfortably 
conscious of the distinction and importance of going off 
from home ten or twenty miles a day, with Greek grammars 
or algebras under the arm…”
“But one after another the squalid, little, liver-colored 
stations have been passed; the stretch of marsh on one 
side with the creek and the Encinal beyond, and on the 
other side little houses, vacant lots, and abundant supply 
of staked-out goats—whose Irish mistresses occasionally 
sit flat on the ground to watch them, under the ever-
deepening fog;  the wilderness of side-tracks, with long 
trains of dump-cars (yellow with some kind of soil they 
have been carrying), liver-colored freight-trains to match 
the stations, platform trains, perhaps a group of gay circus-
cars, the invariable yellow passenger car of this side the 
continent, derricks, cords of wood and orderly heaps of 
coal, the great semi-circle of the round-house, and then 
the delta of piers; and in a few minutes more the cars are 
emptying at the ferry, groups breaking and rearranging, 
and music pupil and drawing pupil cease from troubling or 
being troubled.”
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California History Day 2012, competition held in Riverside, CA Convention Center.
The Conference of California Historical Societies (CCHS) has been giving a cash award to students who have entered 
History Day exhibits or historical papers focusing on California History.  For the 2012 competition the theme of the entries 
were, “Revolution, Reaction, Reform in History”.  This is a very broad theme and not all entrants covered all aspects of the 
theme, which was OK.  The contest rules say that the event had to have occurred 25 or more years ago. The students are 
graded 60% on historical accuracy, 20% on clarity of presentation, and 20% on adherence to the theme. The winner of the 
CCHS Senior Exhibit was Eric Sauer.  His entry was, “The 1965 Delano Grape Strike”. Following are his comments and 
pictures of this exhibit.  Barbara Kimball from San Bernardino and Al Minard from Fremont were the CCHS judges.

Revolution, Reaction & Reform in History
“The 1965 Delano Grape Strike: Reforming the Rights of Farm Workers” by Eric Sauer

Thesis: The 
1965 Delano 
grape strike 
o r g a n i z e d 
migrant workers 
to demand 
contracts and 
better working 
conditions.
The Growers 
reacted by 
ignoring their 
demands, but 
eventually gave 
in after years of 
boycotts which 
affected them 
financially.  
This strike 
reformed for the 
first time 
migrant worker 
rights and led to 
the 
establishment of 
the United Farm Workers of America.
The Situation in Delano
Farm workers were often unpaid and denied the right to unionize, a right that all other American workers 
enjoyed.  They labored in inhumane conditions, as growers ignored state laws on working conditions. The 
workers had no toilets to use in the fields, and were forced to pay two dollars or more per day to live in metal 
shacks with no plumbing or electricity. On top of that, grape pickers were paid an average of 90 cents per hour 
plus ten cents per basket picked, placing their families well below the poverty line.
The Strike Begins
On September 8, 1965, Filipino-American grape workers, members of the Agricultural Workers Organizing 
Committee, walked out on strike against Delano area table and wine grape growers protesting years of poor 
pay and working conditions.  The Filipino workers asked Cesar Chavez, who led the National Farm Workers 
Association, to join their strike.  They joined the Filipino workers walkout but requested that the strikers’ 
greatest weapon was simply, their decision not to quit persevering no matter what the odds or how long the 

Eric Sauer
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strike would take.  The strikers had to be prepared to risk everything—even their financial security.
The Public Support
The strike drew tremendous support from other Unions, church activists, students’, Latinos and other minorities, 
and civil rights groups.  The strikers turned to boycotts which changed the scene of the battle from the fields 
where the odds were stacked against farm workers, to the cities, where farm workers could appeal for help from 
the American People.  The boycott connected middle-class families in big cities with poor farm worker families 
in the California vineyards.  Millions stopped eating grapes.  The American public supported their effort.
The Growers Respond
The Delano growers were powerful with many connections to the police, judges, and politicians in the 
community; they had accumulated vast wealth over the years and were unwilling to give any of it up.  They 
hired armed security guards to intimidate the strikers.  Pickets were sprayed with pesticides, threatened with 
dogs, verbally assaulted, and physically attacked. Chavez responded by sending his allies in the clergy to 
walk the picket lines “as a reminder to police, grower security guards, and growers that the rest of the world is 
watching”.
In 1970, smaller grape growers who were hardest hit by the boycott signed contracts with the Union ending a 
long and painful economic boycott.  Eventually large growers entered into negotiations and signed contracts.  
Workers were now given formal Union Representation with higher wages, a health insurance plan, and safety 
limits on the use of pesticides in the fields.  After a five year long struggle, the workers had won not just better 
wages and working conditions, but a renewed sense of dignity.
Impact of the Strike
The Delano grape strike symbolized for many Americans much more than a labor conflict between workers and 
management.  The grape strike was viewed as an effort to uplift one of the United States most forgotten groups, 
the migrant farm workers.  The United Farm Workers leaders also pioneered a number of innovative approaches 
towards maintaining the Delano Grape Strike, which included launching a National boycott against table grapes 
and retailers that purchased non-union harvested grapes.
Farm Workers Today
Although the United Farm Workers has made progress to improve the lives of farm workers and their families, 
more than 2.5 million farm laborers across the United States continue to live under hard conditions.  Recent 
conditions plaguing agricultural workers are work related injuries, disease and incomes that are below the 
poverty line.  The Environmental Protection Agency in 1999 estimated that at least 10,000 to 20,800 farm 
workers are poisoned by pesticides each year.  There still remains room for improvement.
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Photos of Mission Peak members participating in the Fremont 4th of July Parade through the 
business district of Fremont, on July 4, 2012



SHINN HOUSE VOLUNTEERS
Present

“SEND IN THE CLOWNS”
At

HISTORIC SHINN HOUSE
(Archive room, back of the house)

1251 Peralta Blvd, Fremont
on

Friday, August 24, 2012
12 Noon

Featuring Pat Hocking
on “Clowns”

Our Menu
Tea Sandwiches
Savories, scones

Fruits, Sweets & Tea

**********
The proceeds will benefit the Mission Peak Heritage 

Foundation

Cost is $23, Please make check payable to MPHF, seating is limited

For reservations: Michi Yee (510) 793-9352
Mail to Michi Yee, 4615 Pardee Ave., Fremont, CA 94538

For information on Mission Peak Heritage Foundation or the Shinn House 
please contact Joan Serafino (510) 795-0891



Victorian 
Ice Cream Social

Sunday, July 15, 2012
Noon to 4 p.m.

Shinn
Park

Peralta

Mowry

M
iss

io
n

88
0

Featuring Model A’s from the Acorn A’s, Gunfighters of the 
Old West, Beautiful Gardens, Docent led tours of the 1876 
Shinn House and the Shinn Archive Room.  We will have Ice Cream Sundaes, 
Popcorn, Hotdogs, water & soda for sale.  Enjoy a step back in time and the 
peaceful relaxation of the Shinn Historical Park, 1251 Peralta Blvd., Fremont

For more  information call (510)795-0891 or E-mail: “alminard@comcast.net”
or see our website: www.missionpeak.org

This is a benefit for Mission Peak Heritage Foundation

Shinn Park, 1251 Peralta, Fremont



Paint Your Pumpkin
Sunday, October 21, 2012

Noon to 4:00 p.m.

Shinn Historical Park
1251 Peralta Blvd., Fremont

We will provide pumpkins for the first 
100 visitors at $2 each.  Ribbons can 
be won for the Best Painted Pumpkin 
in three age groups, 0-6, 7-12, and 
13-Adult.  We will give a ribbon for 
the best costume of any age.  Judging 
will begin at 2 pm.  There will be 
FREE games for the children to play 

at which they can win prizes. Hotdogs, popcorn, cookies, 
coffee, soda and water will be for sale.  Docents in period costume will 
provide tours of the Historic Shinn House for $5 per adult and $2.50 for 
children 5-12.

For more information call (510) 795-0891 
or E-mail: alminard@comcast.net

This is a benefit for Mission Peak Heritage Foundation, 
PO Box 3078, Fremont, CA 94539
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Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
P.O. Box 3078

Fremont, CA 94539

Mission Peak Heritage Foundation 
Board Members

President: Joan Serafino (510) 795-0891
Vice-Pres: Barbara Anderson (510) 782-9663
Secretary: Al Minard  (510) 552-4839
Treasurer: Dick Shinn  (510) 828-1869

Directors At Large
Karen Mueller  (510) 797-8330
La Vonne Minard (510) 552-4842
Dottie DiFranco (510) 793-9352
Sandrea Woehl (510)790-2633
David Schipul  (510) 477-0977

Patterson House Advisory Board
Jessi Stokes  (510) 797-5439
Al Minard (510) 552-4839
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The Research Library in the Shinn 
Archive Room is available for 

research on the first Wednesday of 
each month from 11 AM to 4 PM.  Please 
enter by knocking on the door of the archive 
room behind the tank house.  For special 
appointments or questions please call 
Barbara at (510) 782-9663.  This Library 
has collections of Shinn writings and local 
Alameda and California History.  It is open 
to the public but if you want to check out any 
of the books you would need to become a 
member of Mission Peak Heritage Foundation.  
There are several books that pertain to the 
horticulture of this area as well as the history 
of the Shinn Family.


