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Editor, Al Minard

MISSION PEAK REPORTER

SHINN HOUSE CLOSED AND ALL EVENTS CANCELLED
By order of the City of Fremont, All public buildings are closed until further notice and this 

includes historic houses. When we reopen, we will have a new normal at least until there is a 
vaccine for the Corona Virus and most of the population has been inoculated.  We may be forced 
to take everyone’s temperature before entering the house, both guests and docents and we will 
probably have to maintain social distancing of 6 feet plus wear face masks.  Due to the small size 
of most of the rooms we may be limited to only 2 or 3 guests.  We have not heard from the City of 
Fremont what they will require before we can open.  Most of our docents are in the high risk age 
bracket so we do have to think about them as well as the general public and we may choose to have 
our events outside which seems to be safer. We will let everyone know what the City is going to 

allow us to do and how they wants us to manage this pandemic.

The Shinn family

Kathryn Kasch is now the local Shinn Family 
representative for the Shinn House.  She received 
several boxes of papers that had been saved by 
different family members most were sent to 
Kathryn by Pete Ziegler.

As Kathryn is going through  these boxes of papers 
she is finding all kinds of interesting information 
and letters and is constantly surprised at what the 
Shinn family members kept.  Edmund Clark lived 
in Oakland with family and went to school at the 
University of California.  The Clark family let 
the Shinn children stay in their house during the 
week while they were going to school in Oakland 
and Berkeley.  Edmund later went to Clark 
University in Massachusetts, as a professor and 
administrator at Clark University and then even 
later was President of Clark College. Kathryn 
notes that one curiosity is that Edmund, his sister 

Martha and mother Jane Sanford while living 
in Worcester, MA recorded the temperature and 
weather every day in a notebook from 1896 to 
1900, and this note book was sent to Pete who 
then sent it to Kathryn.

Kathryn has also found in one of these boxes a 
group of about 200 letters that Lucy Clark Shinn 
wrote mostly to Milicent.  These are all hand 
written with fountain pens that sometimes have 
too much ink and other times to little, so it is 
difficult to read them but not impossible.

This will definitely be a treasure trove of 
information of and about the family that we may 
not be as familiar with as we could be.  I am sure 
that many of us will look forward to reading some 
of these letters and bring this family closer to life 
through their letters.
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Message from vice president Al Minard

These are troubling times, most of us have 
never had to shelter in place to avoid getting 
a virus.  The last major virus was the Spanish 
Flu in 1917-1920, when with a third of today’s 
world’s population, 50 million people died.  So 
yes, it could be worse.  For a couple of months 
very few city councils, planning commissions, 
or boards of supervisors were meeting, now that 
they have decided this isn’t going away in a 
day or so, they have turned to Zoom.  This is an 
electronic computer program that allows people 
to meet online wherever they are and discuss the 
business at hand.  What is the business at hand? 
New housing, regretfully, most is for market 
rate housing, which we do not need and not 
the very-low income housing that we do need.  
When 30 or 40 people show up at a city council 
meeting and demand very-low income housing 
the city council tends to listen but when they are 
just there in the electronic background and have 
to get permission to speak then they tend to be 

ignored.  The developer, however, is a special 
situation and they get the privilege to make 
a presentation just like at a live city council 
meeting. So who does the city council listen to?

I am a commissioner on the Alameda County 
Parks, Recreation, and Historic Commission.  
We met Thursday via Zoom.  No one from 
the public attended this meeting even in the 
background.  Here are some of the issues we 
talked about: 

1. N3 Ranch, this is a 50,500 acre ranch in 
four counties including Alameda County 
that a Conservation is trying to purchase 
and use it as open space park land.

2. San Lorenzo Creekway, this is a pro-
posed walking, biking trail from Don 
Castro Dam to the Bay. This is proposed 

as a healthy environment to give us a nice 
place to get some exercise,

3. Nike site at Lake Chabot.  This site is cur-
rently managed by the General Services 
Administration (GSA) since the 1970’s.  
As is too often the case, the GSA has done 
almost no regular, maintenance on these 
buildings now they want to demolish some 
of them.  From the 1950’s to the 1970’s 
when the cold war was at its height, there 
were 12 Nike missile sites in the bay area. 
Most have been demolished and this is the 
most intact of all of the Nike missile sites.  
The Commission has written a letter to the 
Board of Supervisors about protecting this 
site but it has not come before them yet.

4. White Cotton Cottage at Fairmont Hospi-
tal complex is also managed by GSA and 
has had very little maintenance since they 
took it over in about 2000. It was once the 
hospital supervisor’s residence so he/she 
could respond immediately to a problem 
in the hospital.  GSA wants to demolish 
this building for a parking lot.

5. Peterson Farmhouse in Union City near 
Quarry lakes.  Our Commission was asked 
to evaluate this site and make comments.  
This farmhouse is near Quarry lakes and is 
about the last surviving intact farmhouse 
in Union City.  Our Commission wrote a 
letter to preserve this building and make 
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it a historic resource.  It is owned by the 
State of California.

We had eleven items on our agenda, some 
of which we have discussed many times 
and written many letters to try to preserve 
the historic community in un incorporated 
Alameda County and County owned buildings.  
We have made some improvements but they 
do not come easily.  
 
Here in Fremont, I did everything I could think 
to do except chain myself to the old Centerville 
Firehouse.  The developer wanted to save it, a 
good part of City Council wanted to save it, but 
then about 20 people from the Centerville Area 
called a blighted area and wanted it removed, 
so it is going to be demolished. I have been 
contacted by the developer that there are some 
historical artifacts that we can remove.  I have 
not been notified when I can remove them but 
hope to be able to do that soon.

We were saddened to hear about Judy 
Peterson’s husband, John, passing away.  

Judy is a dedicated volunteer at the Shinn 
House, providing tours, helping with our teas, 
working on whatever it seems we needed her.  
Please show Judy you care and give her a call 
or an email.

Here is Her husband’s obituary:

John Roland Peterson

Age 78, died surrounded by his family on May 
2, 2020 in his home in Union City, CA. after 
a courageous battle with stage 4 lung cancer. 

John was born on October 5th 1941 in 
Washington DC to Sarah Frances and Roland 
Emanuel Peterson. John graduated from high 
school and joined the air force in 1959. He 
served as an honored charter member of the 
Vietnam Iron Dukes the 454th/320th bomb wing 
SAC during operations over Vietnam between 
1965 and 1966 in Guam. After the air force 
John went to work for United Air Lines where 
he was a Jet Engine Mechanic for 35 years. 

John is survived by his wife Judy Peterson of 
57 years, John’s sister Joan Elfelt (Joe Elfelt), 
2 children Linda Kiener (Alex Kiener) and 
James Peterson (Mariana Pulido Peterson), 
and 3 grandchildren Jordan, Darian, and Jacob 
Kiener.

John loved his collection of trains. He loved 
his pets. He could fix anything and was 
meticulous with his cars. A true handy man. 
He will be missed.  

There will be no services at this time. 
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CORONAVIRUS’ “LETTER TO 
HUMANITY”

A poem by Vivienne R Reich
The earth whispered but you did not hear. 
The earth spoke but you did not listen. 
The earth screamed but you turned her off.
And so, I was born…
I was not born to punish you… 
I was born to awaken you…
The earth cried out for help…
Massive flooding. But you didn’t listen. 
Burning fires. But you didn’t listen. 
Strong hurricanes. But you didn’t listen. 
Terrifying Tornadoes. But you didn’t listen.
You still don’t listen to the earth when 
Ocean animals are dying due to pollutants 
in the waters. 
Glaciers melting at an alarming rate. 
Severe drought. 
You didn’t listen to how much negativity 
the earth is receiving.
Non-stop wars. 
Non-stop greed.
You just kept going on with your life… 
No matter how much hate there was… 
No matter how many killings daily… 
It was more important to get that latest 
iPhone than worry about what the earth was 
trying to tell you…
But now I am here
And I’ve made the world stop on its tracks. 
I’ve made YOU finally listen 
I’ve made you take refuge. 
I’ve made you stop thinking about 
materialistic things…
Now you are like the earth… 
You are only worried about YOUR survival.
How does that feel?
I give you fever … as the fires burn on 

earth. 
I give you respiratory issues … as pollution 
fills the earth air. 
I give you weakness as the earth weakens 
every day.
I took away your comforts… 
Your outings. 
The things you would use to forget about the 
planet and its pain
And I made the world stop…
And now… 
China has better air quality … Skies are 
clear blue because factories are not spewing 
pollution unto the earth’s air. 
The water in Venice is clean and dolphins are 
being seen.  Because the gondola boats that 
pollute the water are not being used.
YOU are having to take time to reflect on 
what is important in your life.
Again, I am not here to punish you … I am 
here to Awaken you…
When all this is over and I am gone… Please 
remember these moments…
Listen to the earth. 
Listen to your soul. 
Stop Polluting the Earth. 
Stop fighting among each other. 
Stop caring about materialistic things. 
And start loving your neighbors. 
Start caring about the earth and all its 
creatures. 
Start believing in a Creator.
Because next time I may come back even 
stronger…

Signed, 
Coronavirus

Written by: Vivienne R Reich
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January 1, 2020 Membership Dues become due.  
Membership dues for one year at one address are $10; Membership dues for five years at one address are $45.00; 
and Membership dues for ten years at one address are $75.00.
Please mail your check to: Mission Peak Heritage Foundation, PO Box 3078, Fremont, CA 94539.
We are always looking for new volunteers besides being a docent and these volunteer opportunities are: Ice Cream 
Scooper in July, Pumpkin Judge in October, Gift Shop Shopper, Wreath maker in November, House cleaner 
anytime, flyer distributor during special events, Letter writer sending thank you notes and requesting information, 
Gardener, Gift Shop Salesperson, Ticket Seller for special events, Christmas decorator, Researcher, Advertiser, 
Booth tender and seller during special events, Photographer (besides Gerry Mooney), and Help in the Library.

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

Please consider receiving the newsletter by email rather than mailing it through the post office.

EMAIL ONLY  POSTAL MAIL ONLY


