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Editor, Al Minard

MISSION PEAK REPORTER

Al and La Vonne Minard attended National History Day, 
California at William Jessup University in Rocklin, CA in early 
May.  National History Day is a national competition for junior 
and senior high school students.  California has expanded the 
competition to include 4th and 5th grade students who can enter 
2d posters as either an individual or as a group up to 5 students.  
Al judges Exhibits and Historical Papers on California for 
the Conference of California Historical Societies. When Al 
first started judging about 20 years ago, the Conference only 
gave out two $100 awards, one for Historical Paper and one 
for Exhibit. Al and others got the Conference to donate four 
$100 awards: junior high Historical Paper, junior high Exhibit, 
senior high Historical Paper, and senior high Exhibit.  When 
Al started judging at the state level there were only fourteen 
categories that went on to the National Competition: junior high; 
Individual Historical Paper, Individual Exhibit, Group Exhibit, 
Individual Documentary, Group Documentary, Individual 
Performance, Group Performance; senior high: Individual 
Historical Paper, Individual Exhibit, Group Exhibit, Individual 
Documentary, Group Documentary, Individual Performance, 
Group Performance. California started a new category almost 
20 years ago titled Website for juniors and seniors and as either 
an individual or as a group.  About 10 years ago this category 
was added to the National competition but as a junior or senior 
high category and then a few years later was added as both a 
junior high and a senior high category.  This year California 
added a new category titled, Podcast for both junior high 
students and senior high students. The National History Day, 
California competition used to rotate from Northern California 
to Southern California, but about five years ago it started being 
held at William Jessup University in Rocklin every year.  The 
competition rotated from North to South to make travel easier 
for the students and parents but became very expensive because 
of housing at hotels.  William Jessup University offered to 
hold it on campus and provide dorm rooms for the kids and 
parents at a very reasonable rate, which included meals from 
the cafeteria.

Each year there is a different theme.  This year’s theme was 
“Debate & Diplomacy in History”.  These are broad categories 
that can cover a multitude of subjects.  The last pre-Covid 
competition had over 1200 students participating, this year was 

the first year since Covid that it was held in person and had over 
1000 students attending.  Al started judging Documentaries at 
the County level about 20 years ago.  When he first started 
there were no entries from Fremont, Union City or Newark.  
He talked to the school board administrators and they told him 
to talk to certain people which he did and soon there were one 
or two entries from Fremont. In 2019 there were around 20 
entries at the county level from Fremont and a few that made 
it to the California State level and once in a while one or two 
would make it to the National Competition.  Newark and Union 
City have not had many entries, sometimes only one or two 
from both cities.

Al attends this competition because he learns so much history 
from the student’s entries.  The different wars are always good 
subjects, as well as Japanese Internment, Chinese exclusion, 
environmental issues, school desegregation in the South, Civil 
Rights, Women’s rights, and Disney for example.  Each year 
some student’s bring up something that Al may have heard about 
but know very little about.  School integration in California is 
now a pretty common subject and this year was no exception 
with East Palo Alto and that area having a failed integration 
program.  This year Red-Lining, which is when realtors refuse 
to show houses and banks refuse to loan money to minorities 
who want to purchase homes in  “White” neighborhoods; 
Korean Comfort Women for Japanese soldiers during WWII; 
Native American Indian schools; Book Censorship; and  Ping 
Pong Diplomacy are some of this year’s subjects.

The success or failure of this program is dependent on teachers 
and parents willing to put in the extra time to help the students 
find their resources and narrow the subject down to about a 10 
minute presentation that has a thesis, content and conclusion 
that speaks to a highly defined subject.  Al judges Historical 
Papers and Exhibits but enjoys watching documentaries, some 
of which are PBS quality.  La Vonne enjoys watching the 
Performances where the student has to write the script, make 
the costumes and stage props and set it all up in just a couple 
of minutes and then do a 10 minute performance. We have 
enjoyed History Day for almost 20 years.



Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
P.O. Box 3078
Fremont, CA 94539

May 20, 2022

Supervisor David Haubert
Alameda County Supervisor
1221 Oak Street, Suite 536
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Supervisor Haubert,

It was a great honor to be presented this $2000 grant for preserving history from your oce, by Kathy
Kimberlin, last Sunday.

I gave Kathy a quick tour of the archives and the grounds. We are
currently working on preserving and describing 120 letters from
Lucy Shinn to Milicent Shinn, her daughter in the 1870s. These will
be made available this or next year on the State Library website.
There are many more items that need preserving so they can be
hosted on the internet.

We hope that we can meet you sometime at the park, perhaps on an
open house day or another time.

Al Minard was on hand later in the day for this photo at the Shinn
House front steps.

Thank you again, for this very helpful boost to preserving history at
the Shinn House!

Sincerely,

Janet Barton, MPHF secretary
for the board of Mission Peak Heritage Foundation and other important members

Joan Butler
Al Minard
Janet Barton
Barry Balk
Stuart Guedon
Janice Gonzalves
Kaye Browder
Dr. Marguerite McInnes

Michi Yee
Judy Peterson
Gerry Mooney
Judy Peterson
Sandy Woehl
Spencer Hadley
Denise Lepeilbet
and others



ICE CREAM SOCIAL with ARTS 
& CRAFTS IN SHINN PARK

1251 Peralta Boulevard, between Mowry and Robert Fisher Dr. in Fremont.

In July the gardens at Shinn Historical Park are very beautiful. Come out to Historic Shinn 
Park and eat delicious Ice Cream Sundaes and Floats that will benefit the Shinn House.  Enjoy 
the Local Artists as they display, demonstrate and sell their art work. Admire the historic crafts 
people and allow yourself to purchase their beautiful crafts.  Listen to the music of the East Bay 
Traditional Jazz Band as they play their Jazz music from 1 PM to 2 PM.  Tour the Historic Shinn 
House with a docent in historic costume for your enjoyment and education. 

FREE Admission to the grounds.
No Charge for enjoying the art, music, dancing or view.

Historic Shinn House tours from 12 Noon to last tour starts at 3:30 PM,  $5 adults, 
$2.50 for children age 5-12, Free under 5

Step back in time and enjoy this beautiful park, eat some ice cream, look at the Art and support 
our local artists by purchasing their art for your home or business.  Tour the House, and enjoy the 
music.  This is a great park that is easy to enjoy, whether it is historic buildings, beautiful flowers, 
unusual trees, or the quiet solitude.

This event is sponsored by the Fremont Cultural Arts Council,  Mission Peak Heritage Foundation, 
The Fremont Art Association, Boy Scout Troop 447, and Jack in the Box.  Profits will be used 
for historical preservation and restoration by  Mission Peak Heritage Foundation. Mission Peak 
Heritage Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

For more information contact Al Minard at: 
(510) 552-4839 

or e-mail: “aminard957@comcast.net”

SUNDAY, 
JULY 17, 2022
10 AM - 4 PM
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BAHHM Report
The Bay Area Historic House Museum (BAHHM) held 
their April 11, 2022 meeting at the Villa Mira House in 
Morgan Hill. Several members of MPHF  attended this 
BAHHM meeting and enjoyed the presentation about 
Charles Kellogg who entertained people at Vaudeville 
shows for many years as the Nature Singer.  Charles 
Kellogg lived in Morgan Hill for many years and the 
presentation at the BAHHM meeting featured some of 
his early recordings of bird whistles and calls.

‘Nature Singer’ Drove a Camper 
Made From a Redwood

By

Jim Motavalli

Updated February 24, 2021

Charles “The Nature Singer” Kellogg’s Travel Log 
stands as one of the oddest vehicles ever put on four 
wheels. Built in 1917, it’s a motor home fashioned 
from a single, hollowed-out redwood log. It toured 
the country with its conservationist owner at the 
wheel, calling attention not only to the size of these 
majestic trees, but to their rapid destruction at the 
hands of man.

Kellogg was ahead of his time as a forest 
preservationist. He warned, “ .... At the present 
rate of destruction there will not be a single stand 
of redwood in the whole state [of California] 
within 100 years.” Teddy Roosevelt was similarly 
concerned about deforestation; that’s why our 
network of national forests were created.

Kellogg, the kind of passionate Renaissance man 
they bred back then — vegetarian, hiker, artist, 
lecturer — was best known for his ability to sing 
like a bird. In this period before television, he gave 
3,000 live performances and recorded widely for 
Victor Records (classical pieces as well as bird 
songs). Born with an “unusual larynx,” Kellogg 
had a 12-octave vocal range, and could sing so high 

it was inaudible to human ears. Birds perked up, 
though. And he claimed he could put out fires with 
his voice alone.

The Travel Log was born of Kellogg’s desire to 
incorporate a “save the trees” message into his 
vaudeville act. The donor tree, an estimated 4,800 
years old, was a fallen specimen from a northern 
California stand owned by a friend. Hollowing 
out the log, which was 11 feet in diameter, was an 
adventure in itself. The hard wood was practically 
impervious to ordinary saws.

A Nash Quad, a tough truck made famous by 
its duty in World War I, was donated by fellow 
conservationist Charles Nash. Even hollowed out 
and leached of sap, the log weighed something 
like eight tons. A team of woodsmen couldn’t lift 
it, so Kellogg came up with the ingenious idea of 
digging a trench under it, driving the truck in, and 
then lowering the body down on the chassis.

Carpentry was also one of Kellogg’s skills, and 
he built a cozy motor home interior, complete 
with windows, a double bed, kitchen with built-in 
cabinets, dining room and guest room. The walls 
were four inches thick.

It’s a wonder that the truck, which had four-wheel 
drive and a four-speed transmission (featuring an 
ultra-low gear), could move at all, but it toured the 
country until 1926, visiting New York, Philadelphia, 
San Francisco and Kenosha, Wisconsin (albeit 
at speeds not topping 15 miles per hour). By all 
accounts the Travel Log served its mission because 
redwood trees are protected national treasures 
today.

Kellogg, a life member of the Save the Redwoods 
League, eventually took the Travel Log’s body 
off the truck base and put it under an oak tree in 
his backyard. After he died in 1948, supporters 
reunited the motor home with a Nash Quad and put 
it on display. Today, it can be seen at the Humboldt 
Redwoods State Park Museum in Weott, California.



Charles “Nature Singer” Kellogg’s Nash Quad

2022 California Primary
All California active registered voters will receive a vote-by-mail ballot for the June 7, 2022, 

Primary Election.

The last day to register to vote for the June 7, 2022, Primary Election is May 23, 2022.

Register to vote online at https://covr.sos.ca.gov/ 

Your county elections office will begin mailing ballots by May 9, 2022.

Your primary Election ballot will include candidates for U.S. Senate, Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Secretary of State, Controller, Treasurer, Attorney General, Insurance 
Commissioner, Member of State Board of Equalization, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, U.S. Representative in Congress, State Senator, State Assembly Member, as 
well as other local candidates.

There are two contests for U.S. Senate on this ballot. You can vote for both contests.

One for a 6-year term ending January 3, 2029; and

One for the remainder of the current term ending January 3, 2023

PLEASE REGISTER TO VOTE AND VOTE
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January 1, 2022 Membership Dues become due.  
Membership dues for one year at one address are $10; Membership dues for five years at one address are $45.00; 
and Membership dues for ten years at one address are $75.00.
Please mail your check to: Mission Peak Heritage Foundation, PO Box 3078, Fremont, CA 94539.
We are always looking for new volunteers besides being a docent and these volunteer opportunities are: Ice Cream 
Scooper in July, Pumpkin Judge in October, Gift Shop Shopper, Wreath maker in November, House cleaner 
anytime, flyer distributor during special events, Letter writer sending thank you notes and requesting information, 
Gardener, Gift Shop Salesperson, Ticket Seller for special events, Christmas decorator, Researcher, Advertiser, 
Booth tender and seller during special events, Photographer (besides Gerry Mooney), and Help in the Library.

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

Please consider receiving the newsletter by email rather than mailing it through the post office.

EMAIL ONLY  POSTAL MAIL ONLY


