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The Shinn House tented to fumigate for termites. They also drilled holes in the walkway
around the house about every two-feet to put
some termite killer into the soil for those kinds
of termites. The tent only stayed on about
4-days and then they went to work to remove
the old shingles and gutters. Janet Barton supplied this photo.

The contractors had not much
more than removed the shingles when the weather report
indicated we might get some
rain. That brought out the
blue tarps to cover the house.
The blue tarps have stayed
on for the entire process until
new shingles are installed.
The gutters go up first and
then the sheet metal valleys
and then the shingles. The
workers are using a man lift to
get up on the roof and safety
harnesses so they don’t fall off
of the roof.
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This is a picture of the East
side of the roof over the
Archive room. This area
had a redwood gutter that
was originally thought to
be OK and would not need
to be replaced. When they
took another look at it, they
found that it did need to be
replaced and was ordered
but may take 2-weeks to
arrive. The ends of the
rafters show a lot of damage from termites and
moisture getting into them.
This was more damage
than they originally were
expecting to see.

This is the Redwood Room that
did not have anything between the
roof and the inside of the house so
that when the roof was removed it
dropped dust and stuff into the room.
I was told that they vacuumed it
up as good as they could and then
put down all of the plastic tarp to
avoid any more dust getting onto the
furniture and other artifacts.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, December 8, 12 Noon to 4:00 PM, Docent
led public tours of the decorated Shinn House.

NOVEMBER 2018
Sunday, November 18, 11:30AM to 12:59 PM,
Mission Peak Heritage Foundation Board meeting, in
the Archive Room at the Shinn House, Fremont.

Sunday, December 9, 12 Noon to 4:00 PM, Docent led
public tours of the decorated Shinn House.
Sunday, December 16, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Volunteer
pot luck Luncheon in the Archive room at the Shinn
House. This will include a gift exchange if you choose
with a value of no more than $20. Call Joan Butler
(Serafino) at (510) 795-0981 for details.

Sunday, November 18, 2018, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM,
Docent led public tours of the Shinn House.

Thursday, November 22, Thanksgiving, no
events at Shinn

Wednesday, December 19, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM,
Friends of Heirloom Flowers annual Christmas luncheon
for their members. This event will be held in the Archive
Room and Al will provide a tour for those who are
interested after the luncheon.

Friday, November 23, 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM, Niles
Festival Light Parade down Main Street in Niles.
Saturday, November 24, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM,
Wreath making at Shinn on the patio area near the
driveway if it is not raining if it is raining this activity
will be moved into the Archive Room.

Tuesday, December 25, Christmas Day.

We hope that you have a wonderful Christmas period and
that you will continue to enjoy the blessings of Christmas
throughout the year.

Monday, November 26, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM,
Decorate the Shinn House. Please call La Vonne at
(510) 552-4842 for more information. Lunch, water,
soda, coffee and cookies will be provided by Mission
Peak Heritage Foundation. Those who volunteer will
receive an email copy of the Mission Peak Reporter our
Quarterly Newsletter of activities happening at Shinn, if
they provide us with an email. The Friends of Heirloom
Flowers have generously volunteered in the past and
since some of them do not have email, we will send the
Garden Club a hard copy of the newsletter/

Between Christmas and New Year’s, Joan Butler will
organize a Christmas Undecorating party to return the
house to a more or less normal ranch house. Please call
Joan at 795-0891 if you are interested in volunteering for
this activity.

JANUARY 2019
Wednesday, January 2, 2019, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM,
Shinn house open for public docent led tours.

Monday, November 26, 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Fukaya
Room of the Fremont Main Library, Washington
Township Historical Society meeting with a presentation
by the Fremont Candle Lighters Organization..

Monday, January 14, 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM, BAHHM
meeting at Shinn Archive room. We expect about 30
people from the various Historic House Museums to
attend. This will include a meet and greet coffee and
pastry in the morning; a short business meeting for
BAHHM; a program by Janet Barton on the Chinese
Bunk House; Lunch; tour of the house and grounds if
weather is OK.

DECEMBER 2018
Saturday, December 1, 12 Noon to 4:00 PM, Docent
led public tours of the decorated Shinn House.
Sunday, December 2, 12 Noon to 4:00 PM, Docent led
public tours of the decorated Shinn House.

Sunday, January 20, 11:30 Am to 12:59 PM, Mission
Peak Heritage Foundation meeting in the Archive room
at the Shinn House.

Wednesday, December 5, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM,
Docent led public tours of the decorated Shinn House.

Sunday, January 20, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Shinn
House open for docent led tours of the Shinn House.

Friday, December 7, 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Docent led
public tours of the decorated Shinn House.
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Monday, January 28, 7:15 PM to 9:00 PM, at the
Museum of Local History, Washington Township
Historical Society meeting with guest speaker, Phil
Fraher, retired Newark Postmaster, speaking about
Postal service in Newark. This is a FREE event and
everyone is welcome to attend.

FEBRUARY 2019
Wednesday, February 6, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM,
Shinn house open for public docent led tours.
Sunday, February 17, 11:30 Am to 12:59 PM,
Mission Peak Heritage Foundation meeting in the
Archive room at the Shinn House.

Sunday, February 17, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Shinn
House open for docent led tours of the Shinn House.

MARCH 2019
Wednesday, March 6, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Shinn
house open for public docent led tours.
Sunday, March 17, 11:30 Am to 12:59 PM, Mission
Peak Heritage Foundation meeting in the Archive
room at the Shinn House.
Sunday, March 17, , 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Shinn
House open for docent led tours of the Shinn House.

Bay Area Historic House Museum (BAHHM)
BAHHM meets quarterly every year and features
house museums in the greater Bay Area. They meet
on the second Monday of January, April, July, and
October. This organization publishes the “Bay Area
Historic House Museums” booklet, of which we are
requested to purchase 50 that costs us generally about
$1.25, that we can then sell for whatever we want,
which is normally $4.00. There are dues associated
with the organization of $15 per year per house.
The dues cover the mailings of announcements and
printing of membership lists.

most houses have a sandwich, chips, fruit, sodas,
water, coffee, tea, and cookies that they charge
$15 for all of the costs for the lunch and the coffee
service in the morning. At about 1:00 PM we will
provide tours of the house, this often includes areas
that are not often seen by the general public and
since we are doing a presentation on the Chinese
Bunkhouse, if the weather is good, we will provide
a tour of the grounds including the Chinese
Bunkhouse. If the weather is not good, raining, we
may tour the attic and/or the basement.

The Shinn House is a member of this organization
and we are asked to host a meeting every so often.
We have volunteered to Host the January 14, 2019
meeting. This will consist of a meet and greet at about
9:30 in the morning with coffee, juice, sweet rolls or
other pastries and sometimes some fruit like grapes or
melons. Then at about 10:30 there is a short business
meeting where each of the representatives from the
various houses are introduced and any business of
the organization. This is followed at about 11:00 AM
with a presentation on something related to historic
house museums. In January Janet Barton has offered
to make her presentation on the Chinese Bunkhouse
project. This is followed by a lunch that we provide,

We will need volunteers to help set up the meal
and coffee service, to provide tours, and to collect
money and/or sign in the visitors. This is a good
time to meet many of the major tour guides at the
various historic houses in the Bay Area.
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In April, the BAHHM meeting will be held at the
Haas Lilienthal House in San Francisco. In July
they will meet at the Camron-Stanford house in
Oakland on Lake Merritt. In October they will
meet at Filoli in Woodside. All of these events
follow pretty much the same schedule and the best
Docents and often non-public access areas.

The re-roofing of the Shinn House

before. They had originally planned to put plywood
sheathing but the cost was too high. They are using
a man lift to put people up on the roof and to protect
the lawn they are putting plywood sheets down on
the lawn for the equipment to drive over. They are
also putting a sheet metal roof over the tank house
which is what the early pictures of the tank house
show. The intermediate roofing on the tank house is
getting asphalt shingles like it had originally. The
project is not running on time, so that the original
prediction of 6-8 weeks will be stretched out to
something longer and some of the delay may be due
to waiting for material, and some of the delay will
be due to surprises that they have had to deal with.
For instance in the Redwood Room, there was no
intermediate ceiling and as a result when they started
taking off the shingles, there was a lot of dust debris
that came into the room making it necessary to drape
most of the interior in plastic sheeting. Since the sky
lights in the archive room over the desk is scheduled
to be removed that area is also covered in plastic to
keep debris from falling on the desk and pictures on
the wall.

I have visited the house about twice a week to take
pictures and see what is happening. I spoke with one
of the people doing the actual work on the house and
he told me that they had seen evidence of termites
through the entire building and roof. I did not realize
it was that serious of an infestation. Besides the roof,
they are also replacing all of the redwood gutters on
the house. The gutter on the Archive room on the tank
house side was thought to be OK, it was not, so is on
order and expected in a couple of weeks. The roof
replacement has started on the front of the house so
that we can open it up for tours on the third Sunday in
November, but the back of the house will probably not
be finished. The downstairs windows on the outside
have a large molding over the window, sort of like a
brow, all of these are also being replaced. There is no
plans to do any painting or other repairs to the SouthWest side of the house that looks pretty shabby now.
They are putting fire retardant shingles on the house
exactly as it was done about 40 years ago, which
means that they did not put down a plywood sheathing
over the rafters. There are slats that run across the
rafters that the shingles will be nailed to, just as it was

Some of the “Bunkmates” celebrating National Night out in front of the Chinese Bunk House. This
was a well attended event by many of the neighbors and City officials. We served Ice Cream and other
desserts, had interesting games and placed memory tags in the trees of people and places no longer here.
A very positive event and one that I would like to be a regular event in August each year.
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Enjoy an
1890’s Christmas at
Shinn
House
Sat. Dec. 1, Sun. Dec. 2, Wed. Dec 5, Fri.

Eve Dec. 7, Sat. Dec. 8 & Sun. Dec. 9, 2018

1251 Peralta Blvd., near Mowry Avenue in Fremont
The House is decorated as it might have been in 1890, including
wreaths in every window. Docents will lead tours from Noon to 4
PM on Saturday, December 1, Sunday, December 2, Wednesday,
December 5, Saturday December 8, Sunday, December 9, and
from 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM on Friday, December 7, 2018.
Cost for the tour is $5.00 for Adults and $2.50 for Children 7-13.

Help make the wreaths on Saturday, November 24, 2018,
from 10:00 am until about 2:00 pm. These wreaths will be used
to decorate the Shinn House. Wreath making is free unless
you want to take one home, then the cost is $5 but you may only
take one after you have made at least one for the house.
For more information contact Joan at (510) 795-0891
Or Email Al Minard at “alminard@comcast.net”.
Benefit for Mission Peak Heritage Foundation P.O. Box 3078,
Fremont, CA 94539

Charles Kasch

District Attorney.

(1887-1959)

Charles resumed his law practice full-time in
Ukiah. In 1924 Charles Howard Shinn’s health
was failing and he and Julia moved from North
Fork to live in Ukiah with their daughter Ruth
and Charles Kasch; Shinn died in their house at
the end of that year. Tragically Ruth Shinn Kasch
then died after giving birth to her third child on
January 6, 1926 at the age of 35. Jul.ia Shinn
stayed on, caring for the three children: James,
Carol and Ruth and she lived the rest of her life
in Ukiah until her death in 1956 at the age of
88. Her cottage is now the home of the Ukiah
Garden Club. In 1930 Charles Kasch re-married
to another Cal woman who had been a sorority
sister of Ruth Shinn’s at the Rediviva Club –
Edna Stangland (1890-1980).

Ruth Shinn met Charles Kasch when they were
both students at the University of California
around 1911. He was the youngest child of an
old gold miner, Nicholas Kasch, who had come
from Luxembourg to California in 1850 and
eventually married and settled in Arcata in 1881.
Charles’ mother died in 1894, and then his father
in 1900. Charles moved to nearby Trinidad and
lived with his married sister and graduated from
Arcata High School in 1907 in a class of 10
students. His older brothers and sister all helped
support Charles when he left to attend university
in Berkeley – the first in his family to do so. He
graduated in 1911; went to Harvard Law School
for one year; and returned to finish his law studies
at UC in 1914. During his years in Berkeley he
lived in a men’s club at the University which was
called La Junta; one of his fraternity brothers there
was the future Supreme Court Chief Justice, Earl
Warren. Another classmate was Newton Drury
who founded the Save the Redwoods League.

In 1943 Earl Warren was sworn in as Governor
of California and he asked Charles Kasch if
he’d like to do something in state government
and Kasch said he would be interested in the
State Park Commission. In 1944 Gov. Warren
appointed Kasch to the Commission and the book
State Parks of California from 1964 to the Present
says “Kasch was also a very dedicated friend of
the park movement. He objected forthrightly
and persuasively to commercial exploitation of
park areas simply for the purpose of generating
revenue…. Following his lead, the commission
refused to grant any more permits for commercial
radio antennas on the upper slopes of Mt. Diablo.
They also refused to renew grazing permits
at Palomar Mountain S.P., and to object to the
proposal that a tram be constructed up the eastern
face of Mt. San Jacinto.”

Ruth Shinn and Charles Kasch were married at
the Shinn House on January 6, 1915 and soon
thereafter they moved to Ukiah where Charles
had decided to start a law practice. They built a
redwood craftsman house on Oak Park Avenue
and their first child, James Kasch, was born on Oct.
20, 1917. In 1918 the debate about Prohibition
was raging, and a group of local winery owners
encouraged Charles to run for State Assembly
to argue their case against Prohibition. He was
elected and served one term, but didn’t run again
in 1920 because federal Prohibition had been
enacted, so there was nothing more to do at the
state level. In 1919, Earl Warren was discharged
from his Army service, and Charles Kasch got
him his first post-war job as clerk to the Assembly
Judiciary Committee, for $7 a day. Warren only
stayed a short while before returning to Oakland
and becoming an assistant Alameda County

Kasch served on the Commission until Pat Brown
became Governor in 1959. He negotiated the land
swap that saved the Avenue of the Giants when
highway 101 was built. He was also instrumental
in saving the Monterey Custom House and adding
Hearst Castle to the State Parks’ portfolio.
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Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
Board Members

The Annual Volunteer Christmas Pot
Luck

President: Joan Butler		
Vice-Pres: Al Minard		
Secretary: Janet Barton
Treasurer: Barry Balk

This event will be held in the Shinn Archive Room
on Sunday, December 16, 2018. The event is open
to all docents and volunteers at Shinn. It will start
at 1:00 PM and go until the food is gone or everyone gets tired and goes home. We have a gift
exchange with wrapped gifts valued at $20 with
everyone who wants to participate draws a number and then when your number is drawn you can
choose one of the gifts that is available or choose
someone else’s gift. We have not yet experienced
any fights but have had tears when their gift was
chosen by someone else. We will provide plates,
plastic ware, napkins, coffee and water. This is
a nice time to get together and share your hopes
and dreams for Shinn for the last year and the next
year. We will also be discussing possible sites
to tour as a group. Please co-ordinate your food
choice with Joan at 795-0891.

(510) 795-0891
(510) 552-4839

Directors At Large

Karen Mueller		
La Vonne Minard		
Michiko Yee		
Barbara Anderson		
		Stuart Guedon

Patterson House Advisory Board
Karen Mueller		

Al Minard		

Website: www.missionpeakreporter.org

Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
P.O. Box 3078
Fremont, CA 94539
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