Mission Peak Reporter
Oct - Dec 2012

Al Minard, Editor

4th Quarter Calendar
OCTOBER EVENTS

Sunday, October 21 2012, Noon

Wednesday, October 3, 2012, 1 PM – 3 PM, Shinn
House open to the public with docent led tours.

event, judging of pumpkins and
costumes begins at 2 PM (see flyer,
Page 6)

Wednesday, October 3, 2012, 11 AM – 4 PM, Shinn
Research Library is open.
Friday, October 5, 2012, LUV Newark Senior Nite Out,
Monday, October 9, 2012, 9:30 AM – 2 PM, Bay Area
Historic House Museum at the Luther Burbank, Home &
Garden, 204 Santa Rosa Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA
Saturday, October 13, 2012, Noon to 5 PM, Olive
Hyde Art Guild closes their exhibit titled, “Laying Down
the Mark”

-4 PM, Paint Your Pumpkin

Monday, October 24, 2011, United Nations Day
Friday, October 26, 2012,
Olive Hyde has an opening
reception for their new
show, “Mixed Media” , 7-9
PM
Saturday, October 27, 2012, 1 PM to 2 PM, Children’s
costume parade at the Ghost House.

Saturday, October 13, 2012, 2 PM – 10 PM, The Candle
Lighters Ghost House opens at the Chadbourne Carriage
House in the Hub in Fremont next to Chilli’s. The Ghost
House is open Mon –
Thurs from 6 PM to 9
PM, Friday it is open
from 6 PM to 10 PM,
Saturday it is open
from 2 PM to 10 PM
and Sunday it is open
from 2 PM to 9 PM.
All of the profits are
given to local nonprofit organizations in the Tri-City Area.

Tuesday, October 30, 2012, the last day for this years
Ghost House closing at 9 PM.

Saturday & Sunday, October 13-14, 2012, Ardenwood
Farms Harvest Festival, 10 AM to 4 PM

Wednesday, November 7, 2012, 11 AM – 4 PM, Shinn
Research Library is open.

Thursday, October 18, 2012, 7:30 PM, Mission Peak
Heritage Foundation Board meeting in the Archive room
at the Shinn House. There will be an election of officers
at this meeting.

Sunday, November 11, 2012, Veterans Day. Please fly
the flag in support of all servicemen and women.
Thursday, November 15, 2012, 7:30 PM, Mission Peak
Heritage Foundation Board meeting in the Archive room
at the Shinn House.

NOVEMBER EVENTS
Sunday, November 4, 2012, 2 AM Daylight Savings
Time ends. Set your clocks back one hour.
Tuesday, November 6 2012, 7 AM - 8
PM, National, State and Local elections.
The Alameda County Registrar of
Voters is always looking for volunteers.
Please Vote.
Wednesday, November 7, 2012, 1 PM
– 3 PM, Shinn Open House with docent led tours.

Saturday, November 17, 1-2 PM. Models and Painters
of Shinn Park will present their costumes and paintings at
the Alameda County Library, 2400 Stevenosn Boulevard
in the Fukaya Room. The exhbit will then be shown
upsatairs in the Marks History Center, Everyone invited,
FREE

Sunday, December 2, 2012, Noon- 4 PM, Shinn
Christmas, Shinn House open to the public with docent
led tours.

Sunday, November 18, 2012, 1 PM – 3 PM, Shinn House
open to the public with docent led tours.

Wednesday, December 12, 2012, 10 AM to Noon,
Moraga School tour.

Thursday, November 22, 2012, Thanksgiving Day
Monday, November 26, 2012, 7:15 PM – 9 PM,
Washington Township Historical Society meeting at 190
Anza Street, Fremont in the Museum of Local History.
Friday, November 23, 2012, 6 PM – 8 PM, Niles Light
Parade down Niles Boulevard in Niles.
Saturday, November 24, 2012, 11 AM – 3 PM, Learn
how to make a wreath using live greenery; your wreath
will be used to decorate the Shinn House for Christmas.
If you want to make a second wreath
for yourself there will be a $5 charge
for the wire frame (Please see flyer,
page 7).
Monday, November 26, 2012,
10 AM to 4 PM. help us decorate the Shinn House for
Christmas, Call La Vonne at (510) 552-4842 for details.
Tuesday, November 27, 2012, 10 AM to 4 PM. help us
decorate the Shinn House for Christmas, Call La Vonne at
(510) 552-4842 for details.
Wednesday, November 28, 2012, 10
AM to 4 PM. help us decorate the
Shinn House for Christmas, Call La
Vonne at (510) 552-4842 for details.
Friday, November 30 2012, 7 - 9 PM
, Shinn Christmas, Open Shinn House
open to the public with docent led
tours (Please see flyer, page
7).

DECEMBER
EVENTS
Saturday, December 1,
2012, Noon - 4 PM, Shinn
Christmas, Shinn House
open to the public with docent led tours.

Wednesday, December 5, 2011, 1 PM – 3 PM, Shinn
Christmas Open House, Shinn House open to the public
with docent led tours.

Friday, December 7, 2012, 7 PM , Shinn Christmas,
Open Shinn House open to the public with docent led
tours (Please see flyer, page 8).
Friday, December 7, 2012, Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day
Saturday, December 15, 2012, 1-3
PM Shinn House Christmas Tea
(Please see flyer,
page 7).
Sunday, December 16, 2012,
Volunteer Brunch at Shinn Archive
Room, Noon to 3 PM, bring a gift of
$10 value for exchange if you wish.
Winter Begins

Monday,

Friday, December
Christmas Day

25,

December

21,

2012,

2012,

JANUARY EVENTS
Tuesday, January 1, 2013, Welcome
to 2013
Wednesday, January 2, 2013, 11
AM – 4 PM, Shinn Research Library is open in the Shinn
Archive Room.
Wednesday, January 2, 2013, 1 PM – 3
PM, Shinn House open to the public with
docent led tours.
Sunday, January 16, 2013, 1 PM – 3
PM, Shinn House open to the public with
docent led tours.
Thursday, January 20, 2013, 7:30 PM,
Mission Peak Heritage Foundation Board
meeting in the Archive room at the Shinn House.

The Columbian Exposition,
Chicago 1893

visitors from the first floor to the second floor and to the
roof.
The Lady Managers sent formal invitations to every
country in the world and organized boards in every state
Milicent Shinn was invited to make a presentation at the
to solicit works from American women. The response
1893 Chicago World’s Fair, The Columbian Exposition.
was overwhelming and consisted of displays of women’s
Her research on Child development was her topic, which
achievement in every imaginable branch of industry,
she later earned a Ph.D. from the University of California.
science and art from prehistoric eras to the present. All
of the displays were judged by a
group of women that found them
to be the best of that field.
The Women’s Building also
asked for books and periodicals
that were written by women.
They had so many books entered
that they were still trying to get
them catalogued at the end of the
fair. This was the first American
collection of women’s books.
California sent only nine books,
but New York sent 2,400 books.
Some states did not send any
books and others just a few.
From daybreak to dusk women
The Women’s Building in the background
leaders of the decade took
to the stage to present their
research and views on everything from financial planning
The Chicago World’s Fair was also called the Columbian
and preventive medicine to educational needs and
Exposition to commemorate Christopher Columbus
nonsexist child-rearing. Interestingly there was only one
discovering America 400 years previously. The 633
presentation on women’s health issues, a woman doctor
acres of fairgrounds included 553 acres in Jackson Park
clad in bloomers told an audience of whalebone-encased
and 80 acres on the Midway Plaisance, originally a oneladies that tight lacing was responsible for more than fifty
mile-long, 600 foot-wide strip of wooded land at the
female health disorders.
edge of the University of Chicago campus, connecting
Jackson and Washington parks. If you came by steamship The Lady Managers wanted to make the Fair available
from downtown Chicago, you would have docked at to working women, so they built a boarding house very
a pier jutting out into Lake Michigan and then had the close to the Fair that had beds for up to 1,000 women
opportunity to ride a moving sidewalk with chairs to cover and children but no men were allowed. The cost was 50
cents per day and breakfast was 25 cents with dinner at
the 2,500 feet to the Fair’s main gate for 10 cents.
75 cents. A woman could stay up to 21 days for 10 dollars
Milicent would have given her presentation in the
plus meals. The cost to get into the Fair was 50 cents, and
Women’s Building designed by Sophia Hayden a 21-yearbecause the Fair was so large, they had wheeled wicker
old MIT graduate. The building design wasselected by
chairs with a young boy pushing
competition of all women architects in the United States.
you for 75 cents an hour.
Sophia Hayden from Boston won the competition. The
Women’s Building although one of the smaller buildings Probably the most popular item
at the Fair, was important for women because it was at the fair was the Ferris Wheel,
designed by a woman, decorated by women and managed located on the Midway Plaisance.
by women. This building had the best things that women George Ferris, educated at the
had done from not only the United States but also from California Military Academy
many foreign countries. The Women’s Building was 199 and Rensseler Polytechnic 1893 Chicago Ferris Wheel
feet by 388 feet with two floors of displays and a roof Institute, where he received an
top dining area. This building had an elevator that took engineering degree in 1881, was the senior partner in a
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Visits to the Bancroft Library
By Kathryn Kasch

firm specializing in building steel bridges. George Ferris
convinced people that this wheel would favorably compare
to the Eiffel Tower from the 1889 Paris Exposition and
would make money for the fair. Ferris was 35 years old
at the time and died of Tuberculosis in 1896, the same
time as his wheel was sold for scrap iron. George Ferris
designed the wheel to carry thirty-six cars with a capacity
of 60 persons per car with seats for 38, to a height of 264
feet from the ground. Ferris’ gargantuan creation was not
completed until six-weeks after the fair opened, but like
many aspects of this fair to end all fairs, it opened the
world’s eyes to American Prowess and ingenuity. The cost
to ride the Ferris wheel was 50 cents. The Wheel weighed
2,079,884 pounds and when carrying the maximum live
load of 2,160 passengers and weighing, say, 140 pounds
each, the total weight in motion would have been 2,382,
244 pounds or 1,191 tons. The capacity of the Wheel
was never taxed, even on Chicago Day, when there were
34,433 paid admissions. There were six loading platforms
and when full the wheel made one complete non-stop
revolution in nine minutes. The Midway would become
home to the exotic amusement and attractions that were
not part of the exposition proper—representing the “sideshows” first time ever featured at a world’s fair. The
Buffalo Bill Show was not allowed into the fair but was
directly across the street from the fair and was a financial
success.
Attendance at the fair was 27.5 million people with 21
million paid attendance. The fair opened May 1, 1893
and closed November 1, 1893. On Chicago Day, October
9, more than three-quarters of a million people entered
the fair. Equally large crowds were anticipated for the
elaborate closing ceremonies planned for closing day,
but three days before the celebration, Chicago’s popular
Mayor, Carter Harrison was assassinated by a disgruntled
office seeker.
The buildings were designed to only last the six months
that the fair would be open. The outside of the buildings
used a material called “staff” that was a hard drying
mixture of plaster, cement and hemp or fiber. After the
fair the buildings were demolished and the steel was sold
for scrap and the grounds were returned to what they were
before the fair. The grounds were designed by Frederick
Law Olmsted and included islands, canals and all sorts of
horticulture.
Bibliography: “American Sisters, Exploring the Chicago
World’s Fair, 1893” by Laurie Lawler, “The World’s
Columbian Exposition” by Norman Bolotin & Christine
Laing, and “The Fair Women, The Story of The Woman’s
Building, World’s Columbian Exposition, Chicago 1893”
by Jeanne Madeline Weimann. These books will be in the

I have recently spent some time at the Bancroft
Library at UC Berkeley, which re-opened in January
2009 after having been closed for renovations. Some
years ago, a group of us friends of the Shinn House had
visited the library, and I wondered what had changed.
Well, of course it looks beautiful and everything feels
squeaky clean and new and the computerized catalogue
is probably greatly improved, but otherwise it’s still the
same place, with the fairly lengthy registration process
to get admitted.
At the time of our last trip, we were interested in seeing
the papers of Milicent Shinn (1858-1940) but were
unsuccessful because the staff said the papers were not
yet available to the public (after how many years?!).
This time I contacted Susan Snyder who is Public
Affairs Director and who published a book in 2007
called Past Tents about early camping in California,
including a few quotes from Milicent. She told me she
would ask if the papers could be moved up in the queue
of things waiting to be catalogued, and finally told me
in May that the four cartons were ready to be seen.
The largest component of the papers are the
detailed observations of infants, especially Milicent’s
niece Ruth Shinn, which formed the core of Milicent’s
academic research and writing, and handwritten drafts
of “Notes on the Development of a Child,” which
became her doctoral thesis in 1898. Other people sent
observations about their babies and many years later,
in 1914, a granddaughter of James Shinn by his first
wife (one of the “Texas cousins”) wrote, describing her
children. In addition, there are copies of many published
articles (e.g., Good Housekeeping, November 1906,
“Child Discipline: Wherein Perplexed Parents and
Teachers Tell Their Stories and Hear Wise Counsel from
Milicent W. Shinn”!); and correspondence about her
research, writings, and alumni activities. Interestingly,
there was nothing about her earlier years with the
Overland Monthly magazine.
There are many handwritten notebooks about
Ruth, beginning a few days after her birth in October
1890 – too many to read every page! I noted a few
items that related to the Shinn House: March 18, 1891:
“… weighed on the railroad scales and on Snider’s …”;
June 12: “stopped her play and looked when I dropped
a pencil behind her; turned and listened when horse
stamped under the walnut tree; also, while taking her
milk, when engine whistled at Niles. On the lounge in
4

Mother’s room, stopped play and listened with surprise
and expression of inquiry when Joe struck piano in farther
corner of parlor…”; in 1892 they took her to Oakland to
see Dr. Merritt (and there’s a mention of the tennis court
at the house then) and Ruth would ride to meet Milicent
when she came home on the train. Around 1923 these
daily journals appear to have been copied in typewritten
form; and in 1932 there was some indication that Milicent
was thinking about publishing again, but I don’t believe
she did. Sadly, of course, Ruth died in early 1926.
Another thing I wanted to see was a large old
scrapbook of articles published by Charles Howard Shinn
(1852-1924) which my Father, James Kasch, had given
to the library many years ago. I enjoyed seeing the big
beat-up old book again, which I remembered sitting
on our shelves for many years, but I got more from the
papers that had been loosely stuck in the book. There
was a letter from San Francisco Mayor Adolph Sutro in
1896 upon receipt of a copy of The Story of a Mine about
the Comstock Lode in Nevada, thanking Shinn for his
comments about himself, and inviting Charles and Julia
to “come out to Sutro Heights to lunch with me, when I
have more time. A Sunday would do …”. Sutro made his
fortune in Virginia City, Nevada, before moving to San
Francisco.
There were articles published toward the end of his
life: 1) A Forest Service California District News Letter
from June, 1924 was dedicated to Charles Shinn upon his
retirement; I had always thought he had left the Forest
Service around 1910 when Gifford Pinchot left, while Julia
kept her position as clerk in the office of the supervisor
and they continued to live in Peace Cabin in North Fork.
But apparently he had kept a position in “public relations”
for the Sierra Forest. After several pages of tributes to
him, there was also an acknowledgement of Julia, who
“inspired, to a degree to which it is given few to attain, the
sincere love and devotion of an entire countryside.” 2)
The August 1924 issue of American Forests had an article
about Shinn. 3) Sunset magazine of December 1924 (the
month that he died) had a tribute to “Ranger Shinn” which
included the story of Shinn organizing his rangers in 1903
to round up more than 50,000 sheep grazing illegally in the
forest and chase them down out of the forest toward the
valley. The owners of the sheep protested, but apparently
Pinchot supported Shinn, and the sheep never came back!
(Kathryn Kasch is the great-grand-daughter of Charles
Howard Shinn and Julia Tyler Shinn. Her grand-mother
is Ruth Shinn, the young lady that Milicent studied so
intently for her Ph,D in Child Psychology and reported
on at the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893.)

The Conference of
California Historical
Societies
Wants you to
Join them in Atascadero
for their October
Symposium!
October 18-20th
(Registration Deadline is
Oct. 5)
Kick off Atascadero’s Centennial
Celebration!
The area was originally home to the Salinan Indians.
In the half century between 1769 and 1823 the Spanish
Franciscans established 21 missions along the California
coast, including the nearby Mission San Miguel
Arcángel, and Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa. In
1821, Mexico won its independence from Spain, and
California became a Mexican province. In 1833, the
Mexican government secularized the mission lands.
Mexican Governor Juan Alvarado granted Rancho
Atascadero to Trifon Garcia in 1842, and Pio Pico
granted Pedro Estrada Rancho Asuncion in 1845. Patrick
Washington Murphy held ownership of 61,000 acres at
one time.
Edward Gardner Lewis, a successful magazine publisher
from the East, founded the community of Atascadero in
1913 as a utopian, planned colony. He had previously
created such a community, at University City, Missouri.
After purchasing the Atascadero Ranch in 1912, Lewis
put together a group of investors from across the
country, paid J.H. Henry $37.50 per acre, and celebrated
acquisition of the ranch on July 4, 1913. As investors
came to homestead the land that they had bought with
their down payments, the area was transformed into a
“tent city” with tents situated on land now occupied by
Century Plaza and Bank of America. Lewis employed the
services of experts in agriculture, engineering and city
planning to develop his dream colony for the anticipated
30,000 residents.

Paint Your Pumpkin

Sunday, October 21, 2012
Noon to 4:00 p.m.

Shinn Historical Park

1251 Peralta Blvd., Fremont

We will provide pumpkins for the first
100 visitors at $2 each. Ribbons can
be won for the Best Painted Pumpkin
in three age groups, 0-6, 7-12, and
13-Adult. We will give a ribbon for
the best costume of any age. Judging
will begin at 2 pm. There will be
FREE games for the children to play
at which they can win prizes. Hotdogs, popcorn, cookies,
coffee, soda and water will be for sale. Docents in period costume will
provide tours of the Historic Shinn House for $5 per adult and $2.50 for
children 5-12.
For more information call (510) 795-0891
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This is a benefit for Mission Peak Heritage Foundation,
PO Box 3078, Fremont, CA 94539
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or E-mail: alminard@comcast.net

SHINN HOUSE VOLUNTEERS
Presents

“WINTER FANTASY”
at HISTORIC SHINN HOUSE
On

Saturday, December 15, 2012

1:00 PM
Featuring

Tea Sandwiches
Savories
Fruit
Sweets
Tea

$25.00
A benefit for
Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
Seating is limited
For reservations: Michi Yee (510) 793-9352
For information: Joan Serafino (510) 795-0891

Enjoy an
1890’s Christmas at
Shinn House

Fri. Eve Nov. 30, Sat. Dec.
1, Sun. Dec. 2, & Friday
Eve Dec. 9, 2012

1251 Peralta Blvd., near Mowry Avenue in Fremont
The House is decorated as it might have been in 1890, including
wreaths in every window. Docents will lead tours from Noon to 4 pm
on Saturday, December 1 and Sunday, December 2, 2012, and
from 7:00 pm until 9:00 pm on Friday, Nov. 30, and Friday, Dec. 7,
2012.
Cost for the tour is $5.00 for Adults and $2.50 for children 7-13.

Help make the wreaths on Saturday, November 24, 2012 from
11:00 am until about 3:00 pm. These wreaths will be used to
decorate the Shinn House. Wreath making is free unless you
want to take one home.
For more information contact Joan at (510)
795-0891
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HISTORY DAY 2012-2013

One of the ways that teachers and parents can inspire and
motivate their students is to have them do a History Day project.
The competition is open to public, private, parochial and home
schooled students.
History Day projects are for 4th grade thru 12th grade. The 4th
and 5th graders work either as an individual or as a group (of
up to 5 students) on a two-dimensional project, or what might
better be called a poster.
Middle schools (6th thru 8th grade) and senior high schools
(9th thru 12th grade) compete separately in the junior or senior
categories. Contestants can enter as an individual writing a
1,500-2,500 word Historical Paper, or as an individual or part
of a group presenting one of the following projects: a 40-inch X
72-inch Museum Exhibit, a 10-minute Documentary Film,
a 10-minute Dramatic Performance or a 100 mb Website.
The theme for this year’s History Day Project is: “Turning
Points In History: People, Ideas, Events”. This is a very
broad category, and projects can focus on either people, events
or ideas, or any combination of the three. The winning History
Day project will include a good bibliography, use extensive
primary sources, and be both historically accurate and wellpresented.
History Day projects can address anything that happened more
than 25 years ago. Students will often find that their parents or
grandparents or other family members may have been involved
in something that has been a turning point in history. This
provides good resources for interviews and makes the project
more fun for the student. Other students will find an interest
in something that affects no one that they know, but they still
have an interest in investigating that turning point in history
and doing the project.
Resources available here in Southern Alameda County include:
the Math Science Nucleus Museum, the Essanay Silent Film
Museum, the Museum of Local History, Union City History
Museum, Niles Canyon Railway, Shinn Archive Room,

Molly Herro, winner of CCHS Junior exhibit award, being
interviewed by California History Day Judges

Senior Individual Exhibit by Amelia Koske-Phillips that was
advanced to the National Championship

Alameda County Library, and probably a few others that I
am not as familiar with. Many of the above resources have
reserved money to help with History Day Projects. For more
information contact The Museum of Local History at 190 Anza
Street, Fremont.
History Day competition starts in your local school or maybe
even your classroom. Winners are chosen from the school to
compete in the Alameda County History Day competition, to
be held this school year at the Oakland Museum on February
23, 2013. Up to two winners are chosen in each category to
compete at the State Level contest, which this coming year
will be held in Sacramento on April 25-28, 2013. This means
that up to 112 students from 4th thru 12th grade could end up
representing Alameda County at the State Competition. Two
winners from each category are chosen to represent California
at the National Competition on June 10-14, 2013, at College
Park, MD. Please note that those students who do not win are
still champions because they have learned something that their
friends and often their parents were not aware of. They are now
an expert in some aspect of history.
History Day projects teach the students how to research a topic
and evaluate their research. Since there are limitations to the
amount of words they can use it also teaches them how to get
the point they are trying to make across to the judge with the
fewest possible words. These are all skills that they will use for
the rest of their lives.
The topics that are covered in History Day include, of course,
politics and wars, but also, fashion, music, inventions, foods,
disasters and many other subjects. One of the often covered
subjects is Executive Order 9066. I believe that almost every
History Day competitor understands Executive Order 9066.
Do you?
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We will have our Christmas Brunch in the
Shinn Archive room on Sunday, December
16, 2012 from Noon to 3 PM. Anyone who has
helped at any of our events is welcome. Please
call Joan to see what you can bring and as usual
everyone who wants to participate will bring a
wrapped gift valued at about $10 to exchange in
some fashion.

Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
Board Members

President: Joan Serafino
(510) 795-0891
Vice-Pres:Barbara Anderson (510) 782-9663
Secretary: Al Minard		
(510) 552-4839
Treasurer: Dick Shinn		
(510) 828-1869
Directors At Large
Karen Mueller		
(510) 656-5393
La Vonne Minard
(510) 552-4842
Dottie DiFranco
(510) 797-5552
Sandrea Woehl
(510) 276-1576
David Schipul		
(510) 477-0977

The Research Library in the Shinn
Archive Room is available for
research on the first Wednesday of
each month from 11 AM to 4 PM. Please
enter by knocking on the door of the archive
room behind the tank house. For special
appointments or questions please call
Barbara at (510) 782-9663. This Library
has collections of Shinn writings and local
Alameda and California History. It is
open to the public but if you want to check
out any of the books you would need to
become a member of Mission Peak Heritage
Foundation. There are several books that
pertain to the horticulture of this area as well
as the history of the Shinn Family.

Patterson House Advisory Board

Jessi Stokes
Al Minard

MissionPeakHeritageFoundation
P.O. Box 3078
Fremont, CA 94539
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(510) 797-5439
(510) 552-4839

