MISSION PEAK REPORTER
OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2016
Editor, Al Minard
Monday, November 28, 2016,
Wednesday, November 2, 2016, 1-3 PM, 7:00 – 9 PM, Washington
Shinn open house for docent led public Township Historical Society
tours.
Meeting at the Fremont Main
Library,
2300
Stevenson
Wednesday, November 2, 2016, Noon – 4
Boulevard, Ceal Craig, Ph.D.
PM, Shinn House Library open to the public.
will provide a talk and slide
Sunday, November 6, 2016, 2 AM Begin Pacific Standard show on Drawbridge. Everyone is welcome at no charge.
Time, set clocks back one hour and replace
Monday, November 28, 2016, 10 AM – 4 PM, help
batteries in smoke detectors.
decorate the Shinn House for Christmas. Contact La
Tuesday, November 8, 2016, 7 AM Vonne Minard at (510) 552-4842 for more information
to 8 PM, General Election. Many City and to volunteer, lunch is provided.
Council seats are up for election as well as
Tuesday, November 29, 2016, 10 AM - 4 PM, finish
Presidential, Congressional, Senate, State and
decorating the Shinn House and getting the house ready
National legislators. Think Globally and Act
for Christmas. Call La Vonne for information at (510)
Locally. VOTE!
552-4842.
Thursday, November 17. 2016, 7 PM – 9 PM,
Friday, December 2, 2016, 7 -9 PM, Shinn House open
Mission Peak Heritage Foundation Board meeting
for evening Christmas tours. Set-up begins at 6 PM.
Sunday, November 20, 2016, 1-3 PM, Shinn
Saturday, December 3, 2016, 12 Noon
House open for docent led public tours.
– 4 PM, Shinn House open for Public
Monday, November 21, 2016, 7:30 – 9:00 Christmas tours.
PM, Interfaith Thanksgiving at St Joseph’s Church, 43148
Sunday, December 4, 2016, 12 Noon – 4
Mission Boulevard, Mission San Jose, Fremont. Bring
PM, Shinn House open for public Christmas tours.
food to share and canned goods for Abode Services.
Wednesday, December 7, 2016, 12 Noon –
Thursday, November 24, 2016, All
4 PM, Shinn House Archive Room Library
Day, Thanksgiving, spend time with
open to the public.
family and friends.
Wednesday, December 7, 2016, 1-3 PM,
Friday, November 25, 2016, 6 PM –
Shinn House open for docent led public tours.
9 PM, Niles Light Parade starting near
Sullivan Underpass and continuing to the Niles Merchants Friday, December 9, 2016, 7 -9 PM, Shinn House open
Association Train Car for pictures with Santa Claus.
for evening Christmas tours. Set-up begins at 6 PM.
Saturday, November 26, 2016, 10 AM – 2 PM, Work
with Friends of Heirloom Flowers to make wreaths for all
of the windows in the Shinn House and the Cottage. This
is a fun activity and it is easy to learn. Many hands make
light work.

Sunday, December 18, 2016, Docent and
Volunteer Christmas Pot-Luck Brunch 1 PM
to 3 PM. There will be a gift exchange for
those who wish to do this with gifts valued at
$10. Call Joan at (510)795-0891 for food choices.
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Sunday, December 25, 2016, Christmas Day
Sunday, January 1, 2017, Happy New Year
Wednesday, January 4, 2017, 12 Noon – 4 PM, Shinn
House Archive Room Library open to the public.
Wednesday, January 4, 2017, 1-3 PM, Shinn House
open for docent led public tours.
Monday, January 9, 2017, 9:30 AM – 2 PM,
Bay Area Historic House Museum business
meeting, lunch and tour of the
Sunday, January 15, 2017, 1 – 3 PM Shinn House open
for docent led public tours.
Thursday, January 19, 2017, Mission Peak Heritage
Foundation board meeting and election of
officers to serve for the next two years.

247-3279.

Saturday, January 21, 2017, Noon to 3 PM,
The Shinn House volunteers present their
Winter Tea. This will include a speaker
and delicous sandwiches, desserts and
tea. A tour of the house after the tea is
provided for those who are interested.
Call Sandi Woehl for reservations at (510)

Rena Kiehn, who has served as the Central Park
recreation department supervisor has recently been
transferred to House Manager of the Patterson House
at Ardenwood. She will also handle some of the issues
related to the Recreation Department at the Shinn
House. Rena is very active in the Niles Essanay Silent
Film Museum and we wish her good luck in her new
position.

The California Nursery in Niles at the corner of
Niles Boulevard and Nursery Avenue will open the
manager’s house archive room every Sunday, starting
December 11, 2016. This archive room is cataloging
the archives that the Roeding family acquired and
saved and are now stored in semi-trailers on the
Roeding property. This nursery was started by John
Rock in 1868 and was the oldest retail nursery in
California. The Roeding family bought the nursery in
1916 and maintained it for over 30 years. The archives
and nursery are being restored with the help of Joyce
Blueford and the Math Science Nucleus Museum of
Fremont. This is a wonderful resource of nursery
plants in California.

This newsletter has a ballot for the
Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
Board of Directors. We have one opening
on the board for a Board Member-At-Large.
We would enjoy having some new ideas
presented at our board meeting. We do meet
monthly on generally the third Thursday
of each month, unless it would be after a
major event at the House. Please VOTE and
consider entering your name for a position.

Peter and Ann Ziegler visited the Shinn House recently
with their son who had not seen the house for many years.
Peter and Ann were married in the front parlor where they
are now standing and Peter told me that the “dining room”
was closed off because that was Florence’s bedroom.

Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
dues become due on January 1.
Dues are $10 for single address for one year or
$45 for single address for Five years or
$75 for single address for Ten years.
Mail your check to MISSION PEAK HERITAGE
FOUNDATION at P.O. BOX 3078, FREMONT, CA
94539
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Photos from our recent Arts & Crafts in the Park event
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Enjoy an
1890’s Christmas at
Shinn House

Fri. Eve Dec. 2, Sat. Dec. 3,
Sun. Dec. 4, & Friday Eve
Dec. 9, 2016
1251 Peralta Blvd., near Mowry Avenue in Fremont
The House is decorated as it might have been in 1890, including
wreaths in every window. Docents will lead tours from Noon to 4 PM
on Saturday, December 3 and Sunday, December 4, 2016, and
from 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM on Friday, December 2, and Friday,
December 9, 2016.
Cost for the tour is $5.00 for Adults and $2.50 for Children 7-13.

Help make the wreaths on Saturday, November 26, 2016,
from 10:00 am until about 3:00 pm. These wreaths will be used
to decorate the Shinn House. Wreath making is free unless
you want to take one home.
For more information contact Joan at (510)
795-0891

The Shinn House Volunteers invite
you to start the year with a BANG at
our

Welcome to the New
Year Tea
					

Saturday, January 21, 2017
at noon

		 The Shinn House is cordially inviting you to spend an afternoon with
us for scones, savories, finger sandwiches, tasty desserts, and our “famous”
Shinn House tea blend.
		
Our theme will be welcoming in the New Year. Come and join us in
the Shinn House Archive Room, 1251 Peralta, in Fremont. The cost is $26 per
person and is a tax deductible donation.
		

Our speaker this month will be a surprise speaker on a surprise topic.
RSVP and send your check for $26 made out to MPHF
Sandrea Woehl, 1832 Dahill Lane, Hayward, CA 94541
(510) 247-3279 (510) 396-5141 swoehl@sbcglobal.net

Dear Readers,
Some time ago I ran across an article that I thought came
from one of the Overland Monthly magazines that Milicent
Shinn edited. I went through all of the “Etc.” sections and
did not find this article. I did find the article in the archives
at the Shinn House. With the current Presidential Election
just a few days away and for the first time there is a woman
running for President of the United States from one of the
major parties, it seems appropriate to mention the status of
women 130 years ago. The particular article is about “Higher
education for Women”, written by Pinkie Rosebud. The
writer admits that she has not given her real name.
Pinkie writes, “It’s simply too ridiculous for anything, the
way they go on; just as if a sensible girl, with any sort of
romantic feelings, wanted to know anything about Greek and
philosophy and things, and then grow up for all the world
like those absurdly dreadful frights that wear spectacles, and
have straight hair brushed back, and sleeves that never fit
at the shoulders, and carry their change in a bag, and ask
for the “franchise” (whatever that is), and make all kinds of
ridiculous plans, and don’t know any more about flirting or
dancing the German than the man in the moon…”
“…It’s just too ridiculously preposterous the idea that a girl
with any sort of pretension to good looks would just go and
ruin her chances by seeming to know anything about all
those dreadful mathematics like Soshiology (Dear me! I
hope that’s spelled correctly, although somehow or other it
don’t look quite right to me.) It only makes the men afraid of
her. So where’s the good of it? What’s the use of bothering
your brains if the men won’t like you any better for it?
“Then they give another reason for the need of “higher”
education, vis: That many women are poor and want to earn
their own living and want a diploma from a college to certify
as to their fitness. As for the diploma, I have shown that
you can get it at a school if you think it’s going to do you
any good. As for the being poor, I don’t see the need of that
either. Why don’t they go and live with some relations? Or
marry some rich man? Or if they are ridiculously stuck up
and want to be “independent,” why there are lots of ways of
making money. They can do spatter-work or worsted work,
or paint plaques. It’s awfully easy…”
Compare that letter with a discussion held at the National
Education Association held in San Francisco in 1888. I do
not know if Milicent attended this series of meetings, but
she was living and working at that time in San Francisco
and was the editor of “The Overland Monthly”, and she was
interested in education, especially of women. We have the
book with the “Journal of Proceedings and Addresses” in
the Shinn House ranch office. On page 86. W. T. Harris of
Massachusetts introduces the subject, “Ought Young Girls to
Read the Daily Newspaper”. “It has been claimed that young
girls should not be allowed to read the daily newspapers,

because there is danger of contamination from this source to
their susceptible and unformed characters…”
“Even the best class of newspaper must fill many columns
daily with the record of cases of murder, suicide, theft,
robbery, drunkenness, fraud, defalcation, hypocrisy, bribery,
cruelty to animals, domestic brawls, the sins of lust and
incontinence, and often the details of divorce cases… For
these reasons, many refined and conscientious parents believe
that young people, and especially young girls should not see
the daily newspaper. This measure of prudence seems to us,
when we first hear of its justification upon these grounds,
a commendable one. It is only after considering it in its
results, and after comparing them with the ideal standard of
human character, that we come to distrust it altogether.”
This discussion went on for a total of about 15 pages in this
Journal, with the general consensus that everyone should be
allowed to read the daily paper and if it was not proper for
a young girl to read it, then it was not proper for a young
man to read it either, and the newspaper should improve its
quality of reporting. The Journal then stated, “Now I think
that in a measure like this the principal question is, how can
we elevate the taste; how can we destroy the liking for this
lower literature to such an extent as will make it profitable,
popular and necessary to publish a higher grade paper? That
is our point, I take it, in this question whether the girls shall
read the daily newspapers, or not.”
In the February, 1892, issue of Overland Monthly, Milicent
Shinn wrote, “It is time that someone said a plain word
in print about an earnest assault now in progress upon the
standards of the San Francisco high schools. These schools,
and especially the Girls’ High School, for years lagged behind
other high schools of the State in standards of scholastics…
However, the City Superintendent of Education now enters
a complaint that San Francisco pupils and especially the high
school girls are overworked... He has never been cordially
and altogether in sympathy with the higher education,
especially of girls. As high school principle, a few years
ago, he held the school resolutely and of conviction down to
a grade perhaps a year behind what may be called standard
high school grade.”
“It ought to be perfectly obvious that if San Francisco girls
are incompetent to do the work done cheerfully and without
strain in every good high school in the country,--in twentyfive schools in our own State, of which but four are boys’
schools only, --then there is something the matter with San
Francisco girls… The time is past when any one will believe
the general statement that girls are as girls incapable of bona
fide high school work, and overworked by it everywhere the
country through… If the teaching staff of the high school is
not able to administer the ordinary curriculum of a good high
school without making it unnecessarily hard, the remedy is
in changing the teachers, not the curriculum.”
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Caroline Harris is leading a tour of the
Irvington Memorial Cemetery on Saturday,
November 5, 2016 from 11 AM to 12:30 PM.
The cemetery is located between Bay Street and
Irvington on Chapel Way. This is a FREE tour and
will cover Pioneers of Fremont, Odd Fellow graves
and stories.

Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
Board Members

President: Joan Serafino
Vice-Pres: Barbara Anderson
Secretary: Sandrea Woehl
Treasurer: Dick Shinn		

Directors At Large

Al Minard will do Docent training starting on
Monday, January 9, 2017 and/or Wednesday,
January 11, 2017 every week during January and
February, 2017. There is no charge for this activity
and if you are interested in one or more of those
days please call Al at (510) 552-4839 or email him
at “alminard@comcast.net”

(510) 795-0891
(510) 566-9656
(510) 247-3279
(510) 828-1869

Karen Mueller		
La Vonne Minard
Michiko Yee		
Al Minard		

(510) 656-5393
(510) 552-4842
(510) 793-9352
(510) 552-4839

Karen Mueller
Al Minard

(510) 656-5393
(510) 552-4839

Patterson House Advisory Board

Mission Peak Heritage Foundation
P.O. Box 3078
Fremont, CA 94539
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